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And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom:
and the grace of God was upon him.
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Prayer Posture in
the New Testament

Jesus for help: the father for his epileptic
son (Matt. 17:14), the leper for personal
cleansing (Mark 1:40), and the man to enquire how eternal life might be had (Mark
10:17), some form of the Greek word gonupeteo is used. This word is compounded of
the Greek word gonu, which means knee,
and pipto to fall. All three of these suppliants fell upon their knees.
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T prayer posture in the New Testament
may be promptly conceded. There are.

however, some examples, and some statements relative to prayer posture from
which some very valuable lessons may be
learned.
Of the two men at prayer, whom Luke
sets in contrast, the publican and the sinner (Luke 1 8 ) , it was said that they both
stood. But one was justified, and the other
not. It was not their physical posture, but
their heart attitude that made the difference.
We are sometimes tempted to wish that
and prayed." (Matt. 2 6 : 3 9 ) . Mark says that
the inspired writers of the gospel narraJesus "fell on the ground." (Mark 14:35).
tives might have been led to give us more
Luke informs us that Jesus kneeled. (Luke
details about the prayer habits of Jesus,
22:41).
but, apart from speculation, we must be
The Greek phrase employed by Luke to
content with such information as we are
describe
our Lord's prayer conduct in
given. Jesus did repair to the mountains
alone, and did spend entire nights in pray- Gethsemane i s : Theis ta gonata prosucheto.
er. Sometimes He arose before day to pray. Literally translated it reads: "Having put
But as to His prayer posture on these oc- down his knees, he prayed." The Expositor's Greek Testament comments here:
casions, we are not told.
"The usual attitude in prayer was standWe are, however, favored with a close- ing; and kneeling posture implies special
up view of our Lord in Gethsemane. Mat- urgency."
thew tells us that "Jesus fell on his face
In the three instances of men coming to
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Of particular interest are the praying
postures of the Book of Acts. Stephen,
"having put down his knees," cried with a
great voice. (Acts 7 : 6 0 ) . P e t e r having
emptied the room of all curious and mourning friends, also "put down his knees" and
prayed Dorcas to life. (Acts 9 : 4 0 ) . Of
Paul it is recorded that "having put down
his knees," he prayed with the Ephesian
elders at Miletus. (Acts 2 0 : 3 6 ) ; and that
again, "having put down his knees upon
the seashore," Paul prayed for the disciples of Tyre, and bade them farewell. (Acts
21:5).
We are also provided with an intimate
picture of Paul's personal prayer posture,
from his own pen, when he recounts his
prayer for the Ephesian churches. This
prayer is recorded in chapter three of the
Epistle to the Ephesians. At verse fourteen
these words are found: " F o r this cause I
bow my knees unto the Father." The Greek
word used here is kampto, which means to
bend, or inflect, or to incline. It is the
assuming of a very humble beseeching
posture. And then what a prayer Paul did
pray for the Ephesians!
This prayer posture is not peculiar to
the New Testament, for those who prayed
out of the usual and formal way. but is
found also in the records of the Old Testament. Daniel "kneeled upon his knees, and
prayed." (Daniel 6 : 1 0 ) . The Psalmist
calls out from the prayer tower of the
Psalter: "Come, . . . let us kneel before
the Lord our maker." (Psalms 9 5 : 6 ) .
Whatever prayer posture may, or may
not mean, it is declared that the day is
coming when "every knee shall bow."
(Romans 1 4 : 1 1 ; Philippians 2 : 1 0 ) .
In the light of these facts, it would seem
that there is something of more than passing significance in prayer posture. Has
there ever been a time when urgency in
prayer was more imperative than now?
Must there not be a mistake somewhere,
architectural or otherwise, when churches
are built, pews are purchased and installed
in such a manner that people "cannot kneel
to pray" in the churches? Are we not missing something of incalculable spiritual
value to the church, and in behalf of the
world, when we overlook the importance
of proper or urgent prayer posture in our
gatherings? Posture in prayer is by no
means everything, but it is certainly something.—Gospel Banner.
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"The Church Adventuring"

Editorial
A PAIR OF SHOES
i iUCH O F T H E so-called Gospel dissemi' * * nated in this generation is interpreted
in terms of the material. High-sounding
phrases are used to speak of better wages,
better labor conditions, better housing, better schools, better governments. These
modern gospels are to be applied to circumstance and conditions, while the individual conscience is left unsmitten and the
heart unchanged.

give grace commensurate with every emergency.
The Gospel does not assure us we will
be kept out of the lions' den but we will be
given courage to face the lions while ministering angels shut their mouths. It does
not tell us that Nebuchadnezzar will not
light a furnace nor be deprived of the
necessary fuel to intensify the heat sevenfold but glory be to God Most High, He
does clothe His trusting children in asbestos
wrappers and makes them superior
This novel emphasis is a misinterpretation of the genius of the gospel of our to the flames. Hallelujah!
Such shoes are not uncomfortable. Light
Lord Jesus Christ. His gospel is primarily
a message to the individual which if ap- footwear is all right for plush carpets;
propriated will regenerate his heart and sturdy shoes are preferred for lengthy
make him a new creature and accordingly walks. Saints even "glory in tribulation."
affect every relationship of life. In Deu- True, these shoes are not designed for the
teronomy 33:25 which in principal sum- ballroom, the drawing room or the bedmarizes the gospel program in relation to room, but for hard difficult roads.
The figure also implies durability and
our equipment for life, we read, ''Thy shoes
shall be iron and brass and as thy days so speaks of the inexhaustible supply of grace,
not a surplus but enough for each day.
shall thy strength be."
Responsibilities and burdens seem to mulWe are not guaranteed a smooth passage tiply as the journey lengthens toward the
through this world. Iron shoes and daily distant city yet strength is given for every
strength are for rough roads and' steep burden until "our feet stand within thy
mountains. While we live in a world thai gates, 0 Jerusalem."—E. J. S.
demands paved roads, swift and easy modes
of travel,. there is no hint that any such
provision will be made for the individual
Divine Paradoxes
Christian. In the domestic sphere, in business circles, in recreational life and elseWe are impressed with the fact that
where the heavenward pilgrim will often
He
who was the Bread of Life began
tread foot-wounding pathways. The same
His ministry by hungering, and He
may be said of every true church. She is
who was the Water of Life ended His
still the church in the wilderness. Millenniministry by thirsting.
al realities have not yet arrived. We must
Gregory of Nazianzus has beautinot be deceived into thinking we are on the
fully
developed this idea in these
wrong road just because we do not have
words:
smooth-surfaced parkways and primrosed
"Christ hungered as man, and fed
boulevards to facilitate our peaceful glide
the hungry as God;
to the streets of gold.
He was hungry as man, and yet He
The plan of salvation is more miraculous
is the Bread of Life;
in that it provides equipment to conquer
He was athirst as man, and yet He
circumstances rather than remove difficulsays, 'Let him that is athirst come
ties. Iron and brass footwear is the promunto me and drink';
ise, not carpeted lanes; not a life of
He was weary, and yet He is our
tranquillity but a life of triumph.
rest;
He pays tribute, and yet He is a
Do we not understand by this figure
King;
"shoes of iron and brass," that God will
He is called a devil, and cast out
equip us with protection from the roughdevils;
est, hottest, coldest and most dangerous
He prays, and yet hears prayer;
roads? God took Joshua and His chosen
He weeps, and dries our tears;
people through the floods of Jordan dryHe is sold for thirty pieces of silshod, yet in the days of David we read,
ver, and redeems the world;
"These are they that went over Jordan in
He is 'led as a sheep to the slaughthe first month when it had overflown all
ter,' and is the Good Shepherd;
his banks." (I Chronicles 12:15). In one
He is mute like a sheep, and yet
instance He made the circumstances inHe is the Everlasting Word."
ferior to them and in the other He by
—Christian Digest.
divine power made them superior to their
circumstances. Let us be assured God will
^ Y Y v v v v v v y v v v v v v v v v v v v v % <^VVV%'

INCE T H E days of Abraham the Church
* has been adventuring. "By faith Abraham went out not knowing whither he
went." The story of the church adventuring since the day of Pentecost is a thrilling
one. Dr. Edman, in his recent book entitled, "The Light in the Dark Ages," puts
it like this, "It is a tale of tears and triumphs, of long shadows and of light, of
suffering and of success, of dangers and of
deliverance, of discouragement and of delight, of hopefulness and of help from
heaven."

S

What a picture of the heroic saints of
days past? But who would say the roll of
pioneers and martyrs is past. There is still
much land to be possessed, many sacrifices
to be made, the time is short. We must
hurry for His coming draweth near.
What is the adventure of the Church today? It is the same as it always has been,
—Go ye into all the world, to teach and to
preach, to baptize and to make disciples, to
be witnesses unto Him in the power of the
Holy Spirit. All this until He comes! Is
it any wonder that Jesus said, "Go quickly
and tell!
If the church is to fulfill her mission to
the world and maintain the respect of the
world, then the church must have in possession the same quality of faith and courage and power which will keep Christians
adventuring for Christ. I believe the firstcentury Church adventured for Christ because they believed that the message of
God's Word was what the world needed;
they had a vision of the value of immortal
souls perishing and they believed it was
their God-given task to witness everywhere,
where they were wanted and where they
were not wanted. This they did not counting their lives dear unto themselves.
Living in a country as we are, where
the population is increasing faster than
people are being converted to Christ, there
is certainly much opportunity to adventure
both in the home and foreign fields.
May God give us the spirit of C. T. Studd
the missionary who said. "If Jesus Christ
was God. who died for me, then nothing is
too good to give to Him." Let us catch the
challenge of Calvary — Christ with His
arms outstretched to the world. The vision
or' Calvary will either heal or steel our
hearts.—/. F. L.

Give me one hundred preachers who fear
nothing but sin and desire nothing but
God. and I care not a straw whether they
be clergymen or laymen; such alone will
shake the gates of hell and set up the kingdom of heaven on earth. God does nothing
but in answer to prayer.—John Wesley.
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"The Place of the
Bible in Education"

be taught from a Bible-centered and Christcentered point of view. This is what creates
atmosphere on any campus. I know atmosphere is hard to define, but that is
exactly what we need. So much at this
point depends on the attitude and spirit
which the teacher creates.
Then, finally, if the Bible is given its
proper place, we will have supplied one
thing in the equipment of the young people for the demands that the later years
will make on them. We will have put into
the hands of youth, who must meet temptation, sorrow, disappointments and failure,
at least one means of support in the hour
of trial. We will have sown the good seed
in the heart and who knows when and how
in the providence of God, words carelessly
heard in youth will somehow be remembered, live again, and bear fruit? That
which is sown in tears and prayers will fill
our souls with the joy of the harvest.
In an ancient Syrian church of Travancore, India, is a wonderful old brass lamp
with one hundred arms, hanging from the
ceiling. At the end of each arm is a cup
of oil and a wick. At the close of the
service the young people come up and take
one of the wicks from the lamp to guide
them home through the night.
Is this not a picture of the place of the
Bible in our lives? It is the light to guide
us home through the night. It is not always
the depth of our philosophy, nor the accuracy of our psychology, but it is the
reality of our faith that make the difference
in the long run. Until we give Young
People a sound Christian faith based on
the Word of God, we have not given them
much.—Upland,
California.
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HE BIBLE MUST Li considered basic and

foundational for any sound educational program. This is true from at least
three aspects. First, from the standpoint
of the curriculum. Wycliffe said, "To be
ignorant of the Bible is to be ignorant of
'.ririst." That is the one subject men mui.
know. For to be ignorant of Christ is to
be shorn of all that is essential to this life
and that which is to come.
The late Professor C. Alphonso Smith.
in his timely little book, "What Can Literature Do For M e ? " gives to his chapters
the following titles: 1. Give You an Outlet. 2. Keep Before You the Vision of the
Ideal. 3. Give You a Better Knowledge of
Human Nature. 4. Restore the Past to You.
5. Show you the Glory of the Common
Place. 6. Give you the Mastery of Your
Own Language. These are commendable
things about literature no one would deny.
Good literature certainly has its place in
our lives. But how infinitely greater are
the results of studying God's W o r d . .
The American people made one mistake
in the past twenty-five years, when they
seemed to think that the educational method
alone would set life's forces in the right
direction, eradicate the sinful nature of
man, and cure the ills of society. But
Christian leaders know that something
deeper and more dynamic must enter more
effectively into man and regenerate him.
Here is where the Bible comes to our rescue.
In the words of Wilbur M. Smith, we
have the importance of the Bible clearly
stated, "The Bible gives us a knowledge of
our own sinfulness, provides a perfect
cleansing from every stain, restores us to
the power and strength which sin took away
from us, equips us with a weapon by which
our greatest foe can be defeated, promises
us success and fruitfulness in our own
Christian lives, enables us to pray with
prevailing power at the Throne of Grace,
instructs us in truths of salvation through
Jesus Christ, the truth of eternal life, the
truth of a home in Heaven; empowers us
that we might adequately, enthusiastically,
courageously do God's work here on earth
as long as He chooses to leave us in this
world."
Thus we see that Bible knowledge does
give focus, purpose and objective in education. To bow the Bible out of our program
of education is to ruin any program we
might adopt. A classic illustration of this
fact is seen in that long period which we
call the Dark Ages. The chief reason for
this darkness being that the Bible was not

available to the common people, for it was
chained to the pulpit. When the Bible is
closed, the things most vital to the life of
men are hidden.
Secondly, let us notice the place of the
Bible in education from the standpoint of
the teachers. Is it too much to say, that no
teacher is truly educated who does not
know the Bible better than any other book?
That being true, we would also say that
the Bible can only be adequately taught by
those who themselves are living by it. Only
as teachers are possessed by the wonder
and power of the message of the Book can
they effectively teach any course in a
liberal arts college. Then will all courses

My Grace Is Sufficient
S. F. Forrest
"My grace is sufficient"—The Saviour hath spoken—
/ rest on the truth of His Word;
I know that His promise hath never been broken,
The faithful, unchangeable Lord.
"My grace is sufficient"—no word of a stranger
Could give me this confidence deep;
But He is my succor in doubt or in danger,
Almighty to save and to keep.
"My grace is sufficient"—unmerited favor
To me once so full of sin;
Though I am but weakness, my glorious Savior
Will finish what He did begin.
"My grace is sufficient"—/ tremble no longer;
My best resolutions may fail;
Yet I trust Him with faith ever stronger and stronger,
His promise must ever prevail.
"My grace is sufficient"—exhaustless in measure,
Though millions appeal in their need;
My Savior, I praise Thee, I take of the treasure,
Thy grace is sufficient indeed.
—The Sunday School Banner.
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ANY CHURCHES are conducted haphazardly—hit or miss—with no plan, no
goal and no sense of achievement. Consequently, business men do not feel impelled to give to the support of a program
which does not challenge them. Humble
Christians are not ready to sacrifice unless
the objective of sacrifice is worthwhile and
the source of progress seems to dry up.
Such work atrophies and stagnation results.
On completing my own program for
Park Street Church in Boston for the year
1949, it occurred to me that it might be a
suggestion for someone who has had difficulty formulating a plan for his church.
By observation, I know that definite plans
are made for the life of many active
churches. Such experience is by no means
confined to any one church.

When I came to this great church more
than twelve, years ago, it possessed a magnificent history, a famous reputation, a
record of great preaching and a location
which was beyond comparison. All the
natural advantages were with the church,
but an aggressive program was lacking. As
a result, the total budget of the church
amounted to only $20,000 a year. This
reflected small vision for a downtown city
church.
The key to changing this situation lay
in praying about every step so that one
could be certain it was in God's will. Next
came the consultation with men of experience for their advice and guidance. Third
came action. One must not be afraid to
assume responsibility. It was in 1940 while
c o n d u c t i n g the 200th anniversary of
George Whitefield's ministry in New England, called "The Great Awakening," that
I determined to become aggressive and to
take the initiative in all evangelistic and
missionary endeavors. Had I suggested our
present program ten years ago, the congregation would have failed to follow me and
might even have eliminated me.
The basic axiom is that one can build
only one thing at a time. In New England
it takes time to get anything going. The
people- are naturally conservative. There
is none of the radicalism or of the surface
emotionalism or enthusiasm which one
finds in some sections on the West Coast
and which exists in varying degrees of in-

21

of a dozen congregations. Slow uphill work
eventually won. These Holy Week meetings are now an institution in Boston, and
we ^have had many wonderful conversions
through them.
Ten years ago we launched our first missionary conference. It was with trepidation
and uncertainty, but God immediately put
His hand of blessing upon it. This year is
our tenth annual conference, and at the last
conference we were privileged to raise over
$100,000 with which we supported this year
eighty-one missionaries on the field. More
revival, inspiration and joy is received by
this congregation through the missionary
conference than any other event of the
year v
Another illustration was the practice of
going out-of-doors after our Sunday night
service and preaching to the crowds on the

M

I.
Spend Time Praying and Planning for
Your Year in the Light of What You Have
Accomplished in the Past.
One cannot build a great program in a
single year. None of the items included in
Park Street's program, with the exception
of the stated preaching services, the prayer
meeting and organizational work of the
church, were in operation twelve years ago,
but they were added step by step until
every phase of the program had • been
rounded out.

(5)
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That Church Program
Harold J. Ockenga
Pastor, Park Street Church, Boston,
tensity between the East and the West.
Here persistence is of the essence. It is
necessary to test an idea and, if it does not
work after a thorough application, to drop
that idea or plan. We must not be afraid
of change. On the other hand, it is necessary to guard against being an innovator
who is always depending upon something
new for attraction. It is better by far to
try fewer ideas and persistently carry
through than to be resorting at new and
novel ideas constantly. A good plan is to
take advantage of the calendar for as many
events as possible, such as Holy Week,
summer outdoor preaching and special occasions. However, the increasing practice
of setting aside Sundays with specific reference should be avoided. Such practice militates against constructive preaching on a
series of doctrines, or characters, or historical events or in presenting a thorough
exposition of Scripture which may take a
year of solid Sunday-morning preaching.
A plan demands courage to launch
something new. I might illustrate. When
I launched our New Year's Eve service to
last from 7:30 to 12:00 o'clock, the response was a bit sporadic and spotty, but
now the church is packed and New Year's
Eve is looked forward to by many strangers
as an opportunity to attend Park Street
Church.
Another illustration consists of our Holy
Week services in which the pastor preaches
some eleven times in one week. First we
tried this in cooperation with another
church, but it was not successful enough
for that pastor to want to continue, therefore we tried it alone. Now our services
are attended by thousands of people and
are much bigger in proportion than the
union meeting held under the co-operation

Mass.

Boston Common. First we experienced opposition from the city officials, and when
that was overcome and thousands of people
attended opposition came from the Roman
Catholic Church, as a result of which, we
were compelled to build an expensive and
beautiful wrought iron pulpit attached to
the church with complete floodlighting and
amplification system so as to reach even
larger crowds without interference. No one
will ever be able to compute the full effect
of this outdoor evangelism. It does not
substitute for any indoor service but supplements it.
Again, we instituted adult education in
the form of the Evening School of the
Bible which each year offers eight to ten
courses to those who register at the cost of
$5.00. This year our school had 542 paid
registrants receiving instruction in nine
different fields of Biblical knowledge and
representing 187 different churches.
In addition, some years ago we added an
extra morning service at 9:00 o'clock in
order to ease the growing attendance at the
second service which taxed our capacity.
In addition, we also inaugurated an aftermeeting on Sunday evening where from
300 to 400 people linger after the evening
service to sing songs, give testimonies and
hear speakers who happen to drop in and
may be called on at the last minute.
Along with such innovations, new organizations were set up, for children, such as
Boys' and Girls' Clubs; for youth, such as
expanding youth organizations; for young
married couples; for men and for women,
until the whole church life is covered by
adequate social organizations with a spiritual purpose.
(Continued on page thirteen)
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Evangelizing The Home
/ . Enos

Windsor

A member of the Commission on Evangelism
of Evangelicals.
N A Christian democracy such as we in
America enjoy, exist four institutions
of paramount importance: the Government, the Church, the School, and the
Home.
As go the homes of the nation, so will
go the churches and governments. Great
stress is being laid upon Government these
days and little upon the Home. This is,
without question, one of the reasons for
the decline of standards and the attending
difficulties of our times. Home influences
are so powerful that men are made or unmade in the home. Let us never forget that
the population of both Heaven and Hell
comes from the homes of the nations. How
important, then, to evangelize the home.
God made the first home: first He
created Adam and then his helpmeet—thus
dividing the human race into male and
female. Then followed the command to
"be fruitful and multiply." This is God's
total arrangement: parents, children, and
home. God could have created the entire
race, but He chose rather to populate the
earth by a system of natural reproduction.
Why? There can be no other explanation
than this: God wanted perpetual, parental
participation in the guiding of little feet
in the paths of righteousness for His
Name's sake. We are made creatures of
influence and environment. As we react to
these things, our destinies are shaped. What
greater influence could God have givei
than the home, especially the Christian
home.
Let us look at God's provision for the
making of a home. Is there anything finer
than a human love affair, especially when
both of the young' people are Christian?
They take time to know each other and to
know God's mind in their relationship. The
love affair deepens and one day a sacred
question is asked and answered. What is
the paramount idea? The establishing of
a Christian home. Soon comes the wonder
of life, and God's precious entrustment—
a little child. A home circle is formed and
parents and child are cemented into the
closest of human ties. With this big event
comes the new burden of responsibility.
Perhaps at first, this is sensed in the realm
of needed care — food, clothing, shelter,
and other earthly and material blessings.
But woe to parents who fail to recognize
the stupendous fact that they have produced not only a bundle of love physically,
but also an eternal soul whose destiny will
be either Heaven or Hell. This destination
will be determined largely by the actions
and attitudes of the parents. No greater
earthly joy can come to the heart of par-

I

of the National

Association

ents (except the joy of salvation) than the
joy that comes from having children who
have grown up in grace, by His grace, filling their place in life. Just so, there is no
greater anguish than that of parents whose
carelessness and prayerlessness produce
children who are liabilities to the Home,
School, Church, and Government, and who
never find the Kingdom of God.
Present pressing problems, without question, stem from the non-Christian home.
Godless homes have largely produced the
godless age in which we live. From personal experience, I know that the great

facts of God the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit, can be so inculcated in young
hearts and lives by home teaching that outside forces will find it difficult to break
down a faith established early in the home.
Unbelief never made much headway in the
world until it got into the homes. Sinful
homes have produced the largest generation of sinners the world has ever seen.
Neglected homes have produced a generation largely lacking in appreciation of the
finer things of life. Pleasure-mad homes
have produced a generation of which the
Scripture says they are "lovers of pleasure
more than lovers of God." Spendthrift
homes are largely responsible for economic
problems which are sinking our nation.
Undisciplined homes are responsible for
the lawlessness of the age and for a crime
bill approaching annually $20,000,000 000,
with jails and penitentiaries filled to capacity. So-called juvenile delinquents are
the direct product, with few exceptions, of
delinquent parenthood. Broken homes are
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upsetting our total social balance, filling
our orphanages with little tots who deserve
something better, and spewing out into the
earth a disillusioned, confused and cynical
population. We have sown the wind and are
reaping the whirlwind. We just must do
something, and the logical place to begin
is in the homes of the nation from whence
comes the stream of life.
In our program of evangelism, we must
evangelize the home. May I humbly suggest some things which have worked, and
I believe will still work:
1. Parents must be fully redeemed. It
is not sufficient to be a professor of religion. We must be possessors of salvation.
No one can sense the difference sooner
than a child. There are far too many children who have never heard their father or
mother pray. I do not know where I would
be today had it not been for the fact that
I knew my parents were Christians. I heard
them pray for their boy. They prayed that
he might come to know their Savior. I
intuitively knew they knew Him, and the
way they prayed made me sure that He
was worth knowing. I never got away from
that, and later I did come to know Him.
2. We must witness with wisdom. There
are two things to be guarded against here.
First, we must never take the salvation of
our boys and girls as a matter of course.
Oh, what chapters could be written about
the tragedies of parents who, because the
children were born in their home and went
to their Sunday School and Church and
were "not bad children," took it for granted that they were saved and knew Christ.
One of the most difficult things a young
person has to understand when they find
Christ is taking so important a thing as
the salvation of an eternal soul for granted. Then too, we must guard against the
other extreme of riding a religious hobby
and of making the Gospel repulsive by
continually talking about it. Even good
people can make mistakes but we are promised divine wisdom in these matters if we
will but ask in faith.
3. Walking with Watchfulness.
I do not
believe in blue-law, sour-faced religion.
Personally it seems to me that all the good
times I've had (and they have been plenty)
have come to me in the twenty-nine years
which I have been a Christian. Yet after
all, the way of salvation is a "narrow"
way and has a "strait gate" at the end of
the road. A Maine farmer got up one
morning to go to the barn to take care of
the morning chores. As he left the house,
he found that a heavy fall of snow had
come in the night. To facilitate his passage through the snow, he took longer steps
than usual. Half way to the barn, he heard
a cry, and, turning about, saw his fouryear old son trying to follow him. Daddy
said: "Come on, Son, what's w r o n g ? " In
reply the little chap said: "Daddy, you're
(Concluded on next page)

January 23, 1950

E V A N G E L I C A L

VISITOR

(7)

23

worship generally. We must build anew
our family altars.
5. The Word of God. All about us is a
world of unbelief. The so-called "liberal"
He who is to plead with men to be rec- approach has largely undermined faith in
onciled to God should come out of God's the Bible as the Word of God, but as evanPavilion with that chrism of a celestial gelical Christians, we know that the Bible
presence which makes even the face to is God's Word and that it holds the solushine.
tion for every problem before us. We accept this. But we must be diligent to keep
—The Divine Art of Preaching.
these great facts before our young folk. If
schools and colleges are propagandizing
against the Bible, we must constantly propSimple Speech
agandize for it. Yes, we must go further.
We must teach it to our children. What it
Ministers are advised to use simple lan- would mean to our nation right now if we
guage in preaching. The advice is sound had a whole generation of mothers gatherand should be accepted and practiced. But ing about them their precious little ones
be it remembered that this does not mean to read to them and to explain God's wonto use forms of speech that are cheap and derful Word!
trivial. Simplicity and shallowness are by
6. Discipline. Godly discipline is a part
no means synonymous. In fact, simplicity of God's perfect plan. The Christian's life
is more nearly synonymous with dignity. is a disciplined life. The steps of a good
Great thoughts may be simply expressed. man are ordered of the Lord. Paul said:
One makes a mistake, when he assumes "Let us walk by the same rule." There are
that in order to make himself understood four places where we may obtain dishe must descend to the language of the cipline. It can be in the home, or in earthly
street. The Bible sets a fine example in pursuit of either profession or business.
simplicity. Simplicity in language is a We may find it at a bar of justice or, failgift which any minister might well covet. ing all these, we may get it finally at the
It is not easy to acquire. It must be attain- White Throne Judgment. The latter is tered by careful, painstaking study, but it is rible and irrevocable. The greatest force
worth any effort that may be required. It in preventing this latter is the Christian
is easier to fall into the way of high- discipline in the home, where parents pasounding verbosity. But sense and sound tiently teach their children obedience to
do not always travel the same road. Give right principles. We must see once again
us the simple thought couched in simple that folk who find it hard to obey parents,
style and it sufficeth us.
find it hard to obey God. We can correct
without being cruel.

Points on Preaching
John Wesley's Rules for His
Preachers
Be diligent. N e v e r be unemployed.
Never be triflingly employed. Never while
away time, nor spend more time at any
place than is strictly necessary.
Be serious. Let your motto be "Holiness
to the Lord." Avoid all lightness, jesting
and foolish talking.
Believe evil of no one unless fully
proved: take heed how you credit it. Put
the best construction you can on everything. You know the judge is always supposed to be on the prisoner's side.
Speak evil of no one. * * Keep your
thoughts within your own breast, till you
come to the person concerned.
Tell everyone what you think wrong in
him, lovingly and plainly, and as soon as
may be, else it will fester in your own
heart. Make all haste to cast the fire out
of your bosom.
Be ashamed of nothing but sin. * *
Be punctual. Do everything exactly at
the time. And do not mend our rules, but
keep them, and that for conscience' sake.
Do not affect the gentleman. A preacher
of the Gospel is the servant of all.
You have nothing to do but to save souls.
Therefore spend and be spent in this work.
And go always, not only to those who want
you, but to those who want you most.
Act in all things not according to your
own will, but as a son in the Gospel and
in union with your brethren. As such, it
is your part to employ your time as our
rules direct, partly in preaching and visiting from house to house; partly in reading, meditation, and prayer.
—The Burning Bush.

God's True Seers
Arthur T. Pier son
Let all those who preach this gospel go
into the darkness where God dwells and
get His whispered message; then, what
they have heard in the darkness, in the
ear, in the closet, let them proclaim in the
light, in the ears of many, from the housetops. Let us cultivate a divine self-oblivion.
He who aims at wisdom of words may
hear the shouts of the multitude praising
the beauty of his bow and arrows and the
grace with which he handles them; but it
is only when we lose ourselves in God that
we hear the groans of the wounded, which
are the supreme test of the archer's skill,
and which remind us of the fabled shrieks
of the mandrake when it is pulled up by
the roots.

Evangelizing the Home
(Continued from previous page)
stepping too wide for me." How often that
is true of parents in a spiritual sense.
4. Family Fellowship.
You may know
it better by the name of the Family Altar,
but actually it is a "family fellowship of
worship." My father was a busy farmer,
but I cannot recall the day when family
worship was missed in our home. After
breakfast, Dad took down the old worn
Bible, read a chapter, and on our knees in
a family circle, we were lifted up to the
Throne of Grace, individually and collectively. Our preacher, teacher, and neighbors were remembered. We all joined in
closing with the Lord's prayer. It did several things for us. It made God real and
present. It honored God's Word, and gave
us our portion each morning. It made
clear the fact of our needs. It caused us
to believe in the efficacy of prayer. In some
cases it led us to Christ. But best of all,
perhaps, it gave us the blessing of His
presence for the day's journey. Unless we
can restore the family worship to the home
I can have no faith for the restoration of

7. Personal Experience.
Jesus said to
one and a i l : "Ye must be born again."
That means OUT children also. There must
come a new compassion and concern into
the hearts of parents to make sure that experiences are personal, and genuine with
every child as early in life as seems compatible with the conviction of sin, and
faith in Christ. If parents cannot be counted on for this interest in their child's condition, where may we look for a proper
concern?
8. Atmosphere
of Eternity.
The last
words my little white-haired mother said
to me as I held her in my arms and planted
the final kiss on her brow before she left
us were these: "Son, it won't be for long
and then we'll be together forever." This
atmosphere of eternity grows so logically
in the family circle, and provides a powerful propensity for each member of the
group to form an unbroken circle "When
the Roll is Called up Yonder."
Yes, let us pray for the evangelization
of the home circle, and it will not be long
until the results are mightly manifest in
the Sunday School, Church, School, and
Government. It will also pay the largest
dividends in eternity.
—United Evangelical
Action.
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J a n u a r y 2 3 , 1950
Bloomfleld, New Mexico, c.o. Blanco Trading
Post (Navajo Indian Mission) Lynn and Elinor Nicholson, Rosa Eyster, Dorothy Charles.
Delisle, Saskatchewan, Canada: Pearl Jones.
Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Canoe Creek Mission) Telephone Hollidaysburg 51319; Paul and Esther
George.
Kentucky—Elam Dohner, Superintendent.
Fairview Station, 311a, Ky.: Elam and Helen
Dohner, Esther Ebersole.
Garlin, Ky.: Robert and Edna Wengerd, Elizabeth Hess, Nurse; Ruby Clapper.
Knifley, Ky.: Irvin and Dorothy Kanode,
Katie Rosenberger, Nurse.
Meath Park Station (North Star Mission) Saskatchewan, Canada; Earl D. and Ellen K
Brechbill, Docia Calhoun.
Tillsonburg (Houghton Mission) Ontario, Canada; Telephone Glenmeyer 22-14; Myrtle
Steckley, Ruth Steckley, Anna Henry.
Frogmore: Alonza Vannatter, Pastor.
Houghton Center: Basil Long.

India
General Superintendent: Bishop A. D. M. Dick
and Sister Dick, Madhipura, O. & T. Ry.,
Bhagalpur District, India.
Saharsa Mission: Saharsa, O, & T. Ry., Bhagalpur District, India, Eld. and Sr. Charles
Engle, Sr. M. Effle Rohrer, Sr. Beulah Arnold,
Sr. Leora Toder, Sr. Shirley Bitner, Sr. Erma
Hare.
Madhipura Mission: Madhipura, O. & T. Ry.,
Bhagalpur District, India, Bishop and Sr. A
D. M. Dick.
Earjora Mission: P. O. Tirbeniganj, via Murliganj, O. & T. Ry., North Bhagalpur District, India, Eld. and Sr. William R. Hoke,
RADIO BROADCASTS
Sr. Anna Steckley, Sr. Emma Rosenberger.
Monghyr Mission: Mission House, Monghyr, CHVC, Niagara Falls, Ontario
1600 Kcs.
E. I. Ry., District Monghyr. India, Eld. and
"Call to Worship Hour"
Sr. George Paulus, and Eld. and Sr. Allen
Each Sunday
9:00-9:30 A.M.
Buckwalter.
CKPC, Brantford, Ontario
1380 Kcs.
"Brethren in Christ Hour"
Each Sunday 2:00—2:30 P. M.
Missionaries on Furlough
WMPC, Lapeer, Mich.
1260 Kcs.
Eld. & Mrs. Charles Eshelman, Messiah BiFirst Thursday of every month
ble College, Grantham, Pa.
12:15-1:15 P. M.
Sr. Anna M. Eyster, 637 Third Avenue, UpEvery Tuesday—transcription
land, California.
3:30 P. M.-3:45 P. M.
Sr. B. Ella Gayman, 2001 Paxton St., HarKOCS, Ontario, Calif.
1510 Kcs.
risburg, Pa.
"Morning Melodies"
Eld. & Sr. W. O. Winger, Grantham, Pa.
Each Sunday
10:00 A. M.-10:15 A. M.
Elder and Mrs. J. Paul George. Canoe Creek
WCHA, Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
Mission, Telephone—Hollidaysburg 51319.
"The Gospel Tide Hour"
Eld. and Sr. Albert Breneman, West Milton,
Each
Sunday
7:30—8:00
A. M.
Ohio, c.o. H. W. Hoke.
WCHA, Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
Sr. Naomi Lady, Grantham, Pa.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Saturday 12:36—1:00 P. M.
HOME MISSIONS
WNAR, Norristown, Pa.
1110 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
City Missions
Each Sunday 2:30—3:00 P. M.
Buffalo Mission: 25 Hawley St., Buffalo 13, N. WLBR, Lebanon, Pa.
1270 Kcs.
T.; Telephone—GRant 7706; Harry and Katie
"Gospel Words and Music"
Buckwalter, Anne Wyld, Viola Miller.
Each Saturday
12:35—1:00 P. M
Chicago Mission: 6039 Halstead Street, Chicago WKJG, Fort Wayne, Indiana
1380 Kcs.
21, Illinois; Telephone — Wentworth 6-7122;
"Gospel Words and Music"
Carl J. Carlson, Pastor; Avas Carlson, Alice
Each Sunday
8:00—8:30 A.M.
Albright. Esther Kanode, Sara Brubaker.
WAND, Canton, Ohio
900 Kcs.
"Christian Fellowship Mission"
Dayton Mission: 601 Taylor St., Dayton, Ohio;
Each Sunday
12:30-1:00 P.M.
Telephone — HEmlock 3164; William and
WPFB, Middletown, Ohio
910 Kcs.
Evelyn Engle, Mary Brandt.
"Gospel Lighthouse Hour"
Detroit (God's l o v e Mission) 1524 Third Ave.,
Detroit, Mich.; Residence — 3986 Humboldt
Each Sunday 8:00 - 8:30 A. M.
Detroit 8, Mich.; Telephone—Tyler 5-1470; WRFD, Worthington, Ohio
880 Kcs.
Harry and Catherine Hock, Mary Sentz, Ruth
"Brethren in Christ Radio Broadcast"
Heisey.
Each Sunday
7:30 - 8:00 A M.
Harrisburg (Messiah Lighthouse Mission) 1175
1570 Kcs.
Bailey St., Harrisburg, Pa.. Telephone—Har- WBUX, Quakertown, Pa.
"SundayE Bible
Hour"
risburg 26488; Jnel and Faithe Carlson, Anna
V
A
N
G
E
L
I
S
T
I
C
S
L
A
T
E
Each Sunday
12:30-1:00 P.M.
Wolgemuth, Mildred Winger, Elizabeth Kanode.
Cross Roads
Jan. 15-29
FOREIGN MISSIONARIES
Massillon (Christian Fellowship Mission) 118
Evangelist, Elder Donald Heer
Africa
South Ave., S.E., Massillon, Ohio; Telephone Locke, Indiana
Feb. 5-19
General Superintendent: Bishop and Sr. H.
—2-3804; Eli Hostetler, Pastor; Lloyd HosEvangelist, Bishop Henry A. Ginder
H. Brubaker, P. O. Box 711, Bulawayo, So.
tetler, Assistant Pastor; Lydia Hostetler,
Doris Rohrer, Minnie Bicher.
Rhodesia, South Africa.
Elizabethtown, Pa
Feb. 19-Mar. 5
Evangelist, Eld. J. N. Hostetter
Matopo Mission: P. B. 191T, Bulawayo, S. Rho- Orlando Mission: 1712 Cook St., Orlando, Fla.;
Telephone—4312; Charles and Myrtle Nye.
desia, South Africa, Eld. and Sr. Elmer Eyer,
Manheim, Pa
Mar. 5-19
Eld. and Sr. L. B. Sider, Sr. Elizabeth Engle, Philadelphia Mission: 3423 North Second St.,
Evangelist, Eld. John L. Rosenberry
Sr. Mary C. Kreider, Sr. Fanny Longenecker,
Philadelphia 40, Pa.; Telephone—NE 4-6431;
Sr. Dorothy M. Martin, and Sr. Mary BreneJan. 16-29
William and Anna Rosenberry, Anita Brech- Granville, Pa
man.
bill.
Grantham,
Pa
Feb.
16-26
Mtshabezi Mission, P. B. 102M, Bulawayo, S.
Rhodesia, South Africa. Elder & Sr. D. San Francisco (Life Line Gospel Mission) 224 Valley Chapel, Ohio
Mar. 5-19
Sixth
St.,
San
Francisco
3,
Calif.;
Residence
B. Hall, Elder & Sr. Roy H. Mann, Sr.
Evangelist, Bishop E. J. Swalm
—311 Scott St., San Francisco 17, Calif.; TeleAnnie Winger, Sr. Martha Kauffman, Sr.
i m%m t
phone—UNderhil! T-4820; Eli, Jr. and Leona
Anna Wolgemuth, Sr. Lulu Asper, Sr. Beth
Hostetler,
Erma
Hoke,
Edith
Davidson.
L. Winger, Eld. and Sr. Bert Winger, and Sr.
CONVENTION NOTICE
Stowe Mission: 527 Glasgow St., Stowe, Pa.;
Mabel Frey.
Telephone — Pottstown 1211J; Harold and
Waneii Mission, Filabusl, S. Rhodesia, South
T h e 82nd A n n u a l Convention of t h e N a Alice Wolgemuth.
Africa. Elder and Sr. Arthur Climenhaga,
tional
Association for t h e promotion of holiWelland
Mission:
36
Elizabeth
St.,
Welland,
Eld. and Sr. Chester Wingert, Sr. Anna R.
Ontario, Canada; Telephone—3192; Earl Bos- n e s s will be held in Cadle Tabernacle, InEngle, and Sr. Florence Hensel.
sert.
Pastor;
Pauline
Hess,
Florence
Faus.
dianapolis, Indiana, April 12-16. All a r e
Macha Mission. Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Africa, Eld. and Sr. J. Elwood Hershey, Sr.
u r g e d to p r a y , and t o a t t e n d if possible.
Verna Ginder, Sr. Ruth Hunt and Sr. Verda
N a t i o n a l l y known leaders from various deMoyer.
BUBAL MISSIONS
n o m i n a t i o n s will p r e s e n t t h e Word, and we
Blkalonga Mission, Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Africa. Elder & Sr. David Climenhaga, Sr. AlUsonla, Virginia (Farrls Mines) Paul and expect God to give victory and blessing.
Ruth Wolgemuth, Esther Greenawalt, Ida
Rhoda Lenhert, Sr. Anna Graybill, and Sr.
— A n n a L. F i l l m o r e , S e c r e t a r y .
Lue Hane.
Edna Lehman.
Institutions
The Christian l i g h t Press
The merchandising department of Brethren
in Christ Publication Board, Inc.
Nappanee, Ind., Chambersburg, Pa.
Main office: Elizabethtown, Pa.
Clair H. Hoffman, Manager
Messiah Home, 2001 Paxton Street, Harrisburg,
Pa., Eld. and Sr. Irvin O. Musser, Steward
and Matron. Telephone 2-7836.
Messiah Orphanage, R. R. 1, Mt. Joy, Pa., Bro.
Mervin Heisey, Steward, and Sr. Rhoda
Heisey, Matron.
Mt. Carmel Orphanage, Coleta, Illinois, Supt.
Eld. Albert Cober; Matron, Elizabeth Schradley.
Upland College, Upland, California.
Dr. H. G. Brubaker, President.
Jabbok Bible School, Thomas, Oklahoma.
Ira M. Eyster, President.
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.
Dr. C. N. Hostetter, Jr., President.
Ontario Bible School, Fort Erie, North, Ont.
Bishop Edward Gilmore, President.
T r e a s u r e r s of t h e C h u r c h B o a r d s
Executive Board: Harvey W. Hoke, West Milton, Ohio; Canadian Treas., O. L. Heise,
Gormley, Ontario.
Foreign Mission Board: Carl J. tilery, 1332
Maiden Lane, Springfield 28, Ohio; Canadian
Treas.: Wm. Charlton, Stevensvllle, Ontario.
Home Mission: Henry A. Ginder. Manheim,
Pa., R. R. 2, Canadian Treas., Edward Gilmore, Lowbanks, Ontario.
Beneficiary: Jacob H. Bowers, Collegeville, Pa.
Education: Homer G. Engle, Abilene, Kans.
Canadian Treasurer: Earl M. Sider, Nanticoke,
Ontario.
Publication Board: Charles E. Clouse, Nappanee, Indiana.
Sunday School Board: C. W. Boyer, 2223 N.
Main St.. Dayton 5. Ohio.
Free Literature and Tract Department: Charles Clouse, Nappanee, Indiana.
Young People's Work: B. E. Thuma, R. R. 1,
Marietta, Pa.; George C. Sheffer, Stayner,
Ont., Canadian Treas.
Belief and Service Committee: John H. Hoffman, Maytown, Pa.
Industrial Relations Committee: C. W. Boyer,
Sec'y., 2223 N. Main St., Dayton 6, Ohio.
Women's Missionary Prayer Circle: Mrs. Carl
J. Carlson, Secretary, 6039 Halstead, Chi«
cago 21, Illinois; Mrs. Jacob Hock, Treaw
urer, Resevoir Street, Chambersburg, Pa.

..
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Weddings
HATTGH-SCHRACK — Irene Ellen Schrack,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Schrack,
Mill Hall, Pa., became the bride of John Aaron
Haugh, son of Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Haugh,
Beech Creek, Pa., on Christmas eve, December
24, 1949.
The ceremony was performed in the presence
of members of the immediate families in the
home of the officiating minister, Bishop Henry
S. Miller.
May the choicest blessings of heaven attend
them in their journey through life together.
I.ACKEY-HAZEI.TON — On Saturday afternoon, October 29, 1949, Dolly Marie Hazelton
became the bride of Edwin Lackey at the home
of their pastor, Eld. R. H. Wenger, Carlisle,
Pa.
May God's richest blessing accompany this
couple as they travel together.
TETEE-3TEOUP—On Saturday evening, December 31, at 7:30, Bro. Roy E. Teter, son of
Mr. Stanley Teter of Millcrsburg, Pa., and Sr.
Ruth L. Stroup, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Penroe Daniels of Millersburg, Pa., were united
in marriage in the Free Grace Church. The
ceremony was solemnized by Eld. J. Edgar
Keefer in a pretty candlelight service.
We pray God's abiding blessing on this
union.
, J

Births
BURNS — Bro. and .Sr. Wilmer Burns of
Martinsburg, Pa., are the happy parents of a
daughter, Donna Kaye, born November 28. Sr.
Burns was the former Viola Stern.
CORBIN—-A daughter, Rita Carol, was born
to Bro. and Sr. W. O. Corbin of Garlin, Ky.,
on November 15. This exemplary Christian
home joyfully welcomed Rita.
GIBBONEY—On October 17, a son, William
Eugene, came to bless the home of William
and Alice Gibboney of Harrisburg, Pa. Sr.
Gibboney was formerly Alice Cutman.
MARTIN—On J a n u a r y 8, a daughter, Carolyn
Kay, came to bless the home of Bro. and Sr.
Walter Martin of Elizabethtown, Pa.
MXIIXIER—Mr. and Mrs. Clair Miller of Harrisburg, Pa., are the happy parents of a son,
Kenneth Vaughn, who was born October 29.
Mrs. Miller was the former Kathleen Powell.
REDCAY — Bro. and Sr. Paul Redcay of
Elizabethtown, Pa., are the happy parents of a
son, Alvin Douglas, born January 6.
SIMMONS—Bro. and Sr. Paul Simmons of
Mechanicsburg, Pa., became the happy parents
of a son, Randy Eugene, on December 21. Sr.
Simmons was the former Violet Potteiger.
SWARTZ—Mr. and Mrs. Earl Swartz of Hellan, Pa., announce the birth of a son, Clarence,
at home on Thanksgiving day, November 24.
WENGEKD—Bro. and Sr. Robert Wengerd
were happy in announcing the birth of a son,
David Lowell, on December 4, at Garlin, Ky.
YODEK—Bro. and Sr. Leroy Toder, Marietta,
Pa., are happy to announce the birth of a
daughter, Susan Kathleen, on December 17.
ZfOOK—A son, Larry Eugene, was born to
Bro. and Sr. Paul Zook, Mt. Joy, Pa., on November 7.

Obituaries
BYEB—Elizabeth Byer, daughter of the late
David and Esther (Raymer) Byer, was born
June 22, 1867, at Markham, Ontario, and passed
away at the home in which she was born and
always lived December 6, 1949, age eighty-two
years, five months and fourteen days. She was
the las-t of her family, being predeceased only
one week by her twin sister, Mary Shank, with
whom she lived for many years.
She was a member of the Brethren in Christ
church at Gormley, Ontario, to which she remained faithful.
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Funeral services were held Thursday, December 8, in Wideman Mennonite church near
Markham, Ontario, conducted by Bishop Alvin
Winger and Rev. Aaron Grove. Burial took
place in Byer cemetery near Markham.
FRENCH — Samantha E. Pearson Vore
French was born near West Milton, Ohio, on
August 1U, 1881, and departed this life December 30, at her home in Breckenridge, a t the
age of sixty-eight years.
.She was united in marriage to Leonard Vore
January 16, 1902. He preceded her in death
J a n u a r y 29, 1920. To this union were born
seven children, three daugheers and four sons:
Mrs. Daryell Walker of Deckerville, Mrs.
Cevelle Hinnan of Alma, Mrs. Richard Raber
of Pontiac, Vernon and Orville of Pontiac,
Chester of Evart, and Jesse of Deckerville.
She was married to William French December 31, 1925. She leaves her husband, children,
one sister, one brother, twenty-two grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, four step-children: Mrs. Cecil Acker of Perrington, Mrs.
Harold Fleck of Manistique, Floyd of Wheeler,
Frances of Pontiac, and a host of friends.
She was a very devoted Christian, and a
member of the Brethren in Christ church for
many years. Her spiritual life in devotion to
her Lord, to her children and family, as a
mother, her prayers and testimony, will not
be forgotten by her family and the church.
Funeral services were conducted a t the Funeral Home in Breckenridge by Bishop Henry
Schneider, assisted by Eld. G. G. Lyons. Text:
Rev. 14:13, which would apply to her consistent
life. Also a short service was held at the
grave near Argile where she had formerly
lived. Scripture reading, I Thess. 4:13-18.
Assisting in this service were Eld. Lewis
Thomas and Eld. Melvin Stauffer.
^^^.:~X«:-:-X~:~:~K":~:~:~K~X~M~:-X«5">:-:'

Come, Gracious Spirit
Come, gracious Spirit, heav'nly Dove,
With light and comfort from above;
Be Thou our Guardian, Thou our Guide,
O'er ev'ry thought and step preside.
The light of truth to us display,
That we may know and choose Thy way;
Plant holy fear in ev'ry heart,
That we from God may ne'er depart.
Conduct us safe, conduct us far
From ev'ry sin and hurtful snare;
Lead us to Christ, the living Way,
Nor let us from His pastures stray.
Lead us to holiness, the road
That we must take to dwell with God;
Lead us to God, our final rest,
To be with Him forever blessed!
—Selected by Omar G. Worman.
<~X~XK~i~XKKKK~>WK^~X~X~X~H~X~>
FRETZ—Samuel Fretz, born in 1869 in Bertie, Ontario, passed away June 17, 1949, aged
eighty years, three months and twelve days.
On April 24, 1895, he was married to Liza
Jessie Goodall. They were blessed by a family
of six children. He is survived bv his widowone daughter, Mrs. J. Shilling of Grand Forks',
B. C ; nine grandchildren: three great-grandchildren; also two brothers and two sisters,
living in Ontario.
Bro. Fretz moved to Saskatchewan in 1900
and from there to British Columbia, where he
spent the last thirty-five years. About twenty
years ago he made a visit to the Bertie District
while a revival was in progress and gave his
heart to God. He joined the Brethren in Christ
church and was baptized before returning
home. He remained faithful to the end.
He will be missed and mourned by a great
host of friends and acquaintances, who will
always remember him as a man of genuine
Christian character.
Funeral services were conducted in the Pentecostal church, Grank Forks, B. C, by Rev. G.
F. Melmoth. Burial took place in the Evergreen cemetery.
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GROFF—Estella Kyle Groff, wife of Frank
Groit, passed away at 5:30 Christmas morning
at her home one-half mile north of Pavonia,
Ohio, at the age of sixty-two years, three
months, and one day. She was born in Ashland
County, Ohio, the daughter of the late Bro.
and Sr. William Kyle.
On October 2, 1904, she was married to Frank
Groff, who most tenderly and patiently cared
for her through her ten years of illness. Also
surviving a r e : one daughter, Mrs. Jean Hout
of Mansfield; four sons, Earl, Foster, Vergil,
all of Pavonia, and John of Mansfield; also one
sister, Mrs. Maud Meyer of Pavonia; eight
grandchildren. Preceding her in death were
her parents, one son, and two brothers.
During her earlier life she was a member
of the Chestnut Grove congregation. During
the years of her illness she sought for a renewal of fellowship with the Lord and expressed a desire to return to the fellowship of
the Brethren in Christ church.
Funeral services were held in the Chestnut
Grove church. Bishop M. L. Dohner officiated,
assisted by Rev. Powers, pastor of the Pavonia
Methodist church. Interment took plaace in
the adjoining cemetery.
ISENBERG—Irvin Milton Isenberg was born
October 8. 1894, in Altoona, Pa., the son of
George and Armenta Hopper Isenberg and
passed away in the Altoona hospital on Saturday night, December 24.
Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Ethyl (Kline)
Isenberg; two sons, Millard James of Altoona
and Robert of Dayton, Pa.; one daughter, Mary
Jane, at home; three brothers, Otto and Raymond of Davenport, Iowa, and George of Denver Colorado: three sisters, Mrs. Helen Cotter
and Mrs. Samuel Ake of Altoona, and Mrs.
Forrest Goodrich of Pittsburgh, Pa.; and three
grandchildren.
He was a faithful attendant at the Altoona
Mission. We always appreciated his presence
and testimony. Our loss is his eternal gain.
Funeral services were held Wednesday, December 28, at 2:00 P.M., at the Mauk and
Yates funeral home in charge of Eld. Herman
G. Miller and Eld. Graybill Brubaker. Text:
St. John 14:1-6.
SHANK—Mary (Byer) Shank, daughter of
the late David and Esther Byer was born
June 22, 1867, and passed away at her home
November 29, aged eighty-two years, five
months and seven days. On October 7, 1884,
she was married to William Shank who predeceased her February 2, 1937.
To this union were born 5 sons and 5 daughters. She is survived by 4 sons and 2 daught e r s : David, Eli, Jacob, Oliver, Mabel, and
Nancy; nineteen grandchildren a n d fifteen
great-grandchildren, and her twin sister, Elizabeth Byer. One son, Ralph; three daughters,
Elizabeth, Ida, and Elsie, preceded her In
death.
She was a member of the Brethren in Christ
church near Gormley, and remained faithful
until called home. She was a loving and devoted mother and loved by neighbors and
friends.
Funeral services were held December 8 from
the late home to the Wideman Mennonite
church near Markham, Ontario. Services were
in charge of Rev. Aaron Grove and Bishop
Alvin Winger. Interment took place in Byer
cemetery near Markham.
SHOEMAKER—Sr. Mary F. Shoemaker, 72,
of 124 West Loudon St., Chambersburg, Pa.,
passed to her eternal reward at the Chambersburg hospital on November 27. She was the
widow of the late George Shoemaker.
Sr. Shoemaker was converted late in life,
but her remaining days were spent serving her
Saviour. During her long illness she was firm
in the faith and was a challenge to those who
visited her. She was jubilant in the anticipation of her going home.
Sr. Shoemaker is survived by two sons,
Harvey Gerhold and George Shoemaker; three
daughters, Mrs. Mary Sherman, Mrs. Elsie Carbaugh, and Mrs. Emma Machel: nineteen grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
Funeral services were held on November 30,
at the Goshen funeral home. Bishop Charlie
Byers and Eld. Daniel Burkholder officiated.
Burial took place in Air Hill cemetery.

There are two ways to spread the light;
to be the candle, or a mirror that, reflects
the candle's light.
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With the Church
Redwood Country Church, Grants Pass, Ore.
On November 6 our revival meetings began with Eld. Riall Stump of Upland, California, as evangelist. We appreciated his
messages very much and were glad to see
souls kneel at an altar of prayer. God still
answers prayer. We wish to thank each of
you who shared in the revival by praying
for it. We believe God will use these efforts
for His praise.
We are pleased to report that the Sunday
School is growing. Many mornings one side
of our little church is filled with children.
The month of December was busy in our
preparation for a Christmas program. On
Christmas Sunday morning the children gave
their program of poems, songs and exercises.
The church building was full that morning.
The number there was ninety-nine. Some
of the parents of the children were there for
the first time. Bro. Brubaker concluded the
program with a short Christmas meditation.
We are trusting that God will use His word
to bring the parents back again.
Please pray that the Lord will answer
prayer in behalf of the need of a parsonage
here for the benefit of the work.
—Hess and Mildred Brubaker.

VISITOR

In The Homeland

Merrill, Michigan
It was our privilege to have Eld. Graybill Wolgemuth with us on October 2 for a
report of the trip to Africa and India, and
the work there.
Our hearts were stirred again as we
listened to Eld. C. R. Pamp, an Indian evangelist who was with us on October 27, when
he told of needy souls in Alaska as well as
other things.
On November 27 we enjoyed having the
Gospel Team from Messiah College with us.
Our revival meeting began Tuesday, evening, November 29, and closed December 18
with Eld. Romie Sider as the evangelist.
Bro. Sider gave good messages. Some who
seldom enter a church came and heard the
Gospel. Two souls knelt at an altar of
prayer.
We are so thankful because the Lord is
everywhere present, and we are praying
that the Lord will continue to work at this
place.
—Beulah M. Lyons.
Fairview, Englewood, Ohio
Once again we are made to realize the
wonderful healing power of our dear Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ who is so good
to us all by the return of our young Brother
Lowell Mann, who was a victim of polio
this past fall. We are glad to have him
back with us. Truly he will be needed in
the Lord's vineyard, and we know that it is
his desire to please the Lord.
Our revival meetings began Sunday evening, November 27, and closed Sunday evening, December 11, with Bishop Henry A.
Ginder as evangelist. The messages were
very stirring. A few souls came forward.

Oak Ridges, Markham District, Ontario
We are thankful to the Lord for the increased interest and attendance shown at
the Sunshine Sunday School during the past
year—not only among the children but we
do appreciate the fine adult class as. well as
the youth group.
We are glad for those who have been
saved and are living lives that are telling
for Christ in the community.
For our combined Thanksgiving and Rally
Day service we were privileged to have Rev.
M. Zeidman, Superintendent of the Scott
Mission in Toronto, to speak to us.
On December 18 the scholars rendered an
Thou Maker of Our Mortal
interesting Christmas program. One-hundred-and-seventy were present for this speFrame
cial service.
In 1950 we are looking for greater things
to be accomplished—not only an increase in Thou maker of our mortal frame—
Of all Thy works the noblest far,
numbers, but that many souls will be saved.
—Ruth Henderson.
We bow before Thy righteous claim
To all we have, and all we are.
Cedar Grove, Mifflintown, Pa.
Our revival meetings closed December 18.
Eld. W. O. Winger was with us for almost Our tongues were fashioned for Thy Word,
three weeks and faithfully declared the
Our hands, to do Thy will divine;
Word of God. Visib'e results were not so Our bodies are Thy temple, Lord,
outstanding but the Holy Spirit was speakThe mind's immortal powers are Thitie.
ing to hearts in various ways, and there was
some response. Several anointing services
were held during the time that Bro. Winger Its highest thought—to trace Thy skill,
was with us. The attendance was good. Our
Its purest love on Thee to rest,
well wishes accompanied Bro. Winger as he
Its noblest action of the will
took his leave.
To choose Thy service and be blest.
The evening before Christmas, carols were
sung and Christmas baskets distributed,
sponsored by the "Evergreens."
Our ransomed spirits rise to Thee—
Our Sunday School teachers have been
Unfailing source of light and joy!
placed for the coming year and one extra
Thy love has made Thy children free,
class added.
At our prayer meeting on December 21
Thy praise s h a l l life and strength
we were glad to have Eld. Allen Brubaker
employ.
from Granville with us. He brought a short
message from Matthew 2:1-10.
On December 25 the Sunday School les- Give grace and mercy to the end—
sons.for 1949 were reviewed by sister Viola
For we are Thine and not our own:
Book, using the flannel-graph for the benefit So shall we to Thy courts ascend,
of the children. Will you continue to pray
And cast our crowns before Thy throne.
for us ?
—Ella M. Lauver.

—Selected by Omar G.

Worman.
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We trust the seed that was sown fell upon
good ground and will later spring forth.
Bro. Ginder gave two talks a week to the
children. I am sure these talks will be long
remembered by the children. We trust they
will some day be the means of leading them
to Christ.
Several of our group went Christmas
caroling on Friday night before Christmas.
They sang for the sick and aged.
—Dorothy Kniesly.
Free Grace, Millersburg, Pa.
Bishop Henry N. Hostetter came to labor
with us in a revival service on November
28. This began a rich feast at the hand of
the Lord, with Brother Hostetter as his
faithful servant.
The spirit of God rested on the meetings
with heavy conviction and a few people accepted the Lord. Others were reclaimed,
while still others rejected the grace of God.
Again we are reminded that we are in a
spiritual battle against a powerful foe.
Thank God we have the victory through
Christ.
The first Sunday of the revival was made
special by an all-day meeting in which
Bishop Henry N. Hostetter, and EM. and
Sr. John A. Climenhaga served as sneakers,
and Sr. Marilyn Minter gave a reading.
Only eternity will reveal the good that
has been accomplished by these meetings.
May God richly bless each and every one is
our prayer.
—J. E. K.
Chambersburg, Pa.
The Chambersburg congregation enjoyed
a period of inspiration and fellowship during a revival he'd from November 27 to
December 11. Eld. Monroe Dourte of Manheim, our evangelist, brought to us Spiritinspired messages of truth from God's Word.
He was faithful in proclaiming repentance
and the new birth for the sinner, and heart
cleansing for the believer.
The presence of God was felt in our
midst; saints were blessed and many were
challenged to deeper, fuller devotion. Conviction was evident, and we are thankful for
souls that knelt at an altar of prayer. A
young husband and wife sought God for the
first time, and several children were saved.
We regret that others failed to respond to
the Spirit's call and went out from the presence of the Lord to walk on in the path of
rejection. We nray that they may accept
the invitation to receive Christ as their
Saviour before it is too late.
We thank the Lord for this period of refreshing and for prayers that were answered. We appreciated the ministry of Bro.
Dourte and trust that the blessing of God
will continue to be upon his ministry.
Zion, Kansas
Once again the Zion church has been the
place of revival meetings. On November 14
the meetings started. Attendance and interest was good from the first evening and
the crowds were attentive as Eld. Harry
Brubaker brought deep and heart-searching
messages each evening. The three weeks of
meetings was a time of refreshing and
deepening of the saints in the spiritual life.
God's spirit was felt in a definite way in
convicting power. There were some who
sought the Lord in a public way, and we
believe many more received definite help.
The last Sunday evening was a fitting
climax to the meetings when a goodly number responded to the invitation and knelt at
(Continued on page fourteen)
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One Sunday morning a group of us left
here about 9:00 o'clock to go to Swazi, one
of the outstations about twenty miles from
here. The group was composed of the five
sisters in at the Mission, Barbara Hall, and
our family, an African nurse from the hospital, and one of our working boys. We
went in the outstation vanett.
When we arrived at the school, Tomu, one
of the deacons who lives nearby, was there.
It was still too early for the church service,
so Barbara stayed at the school with the
children, and Tomu went with us, and we
cal'ed at several villages. Tomu invited us
into his house, where we visited a short
time. His wife gave us a small basket of
shelled monkey nuts (peanuts).
A girl who had be^n in training to be a
nurse, but has been ill for sometime, whom
we especially wanted to see, lived in that
village. She is much better now. and attended the service later that day. The nurse
we took along had been in training with her
so they had a good visit together. Then we
went over to the Chief's village. The Chief's
wife had been one of the nurses in at the
hospital some years ago. After visiting
awhi'e there we went back to the school.
We had taken our lunch with us so we
sat under, some nice big trees and ate our
lunch. The people were beginning to come
so when we were finished eating we went in
for the service.
Tomu was in charge of the service". Bert
spoke from James 1:22-27. He mentioned
in the beginning that he was the spokesman
for the group, but that didn't seem to satisfy Tomu. After Bert was finished, Tomu
wanted each one of the missionaries to
speak, so we all spoke a few words. It seemed as though we had the service earlier
than we should have, as some of the people
came when it was nearly over. There were
forty-two people in the service including
our group. About a dozen more came soon
after dismissal. They snoke as if they were
sorry they didn't get there for any of the
service, but it seems to be hard for manv of
these people to get to services on time. Bert
told them a Citonga proverb which states
that the leading cattle drink clean water.
They answered, "But the cattle that come
behind do at least get muddy water." But
they didn't even get that; they got nothing.
He then gave them his Scripture, and a
couple leading thoughts on the message.
Aft°r speaking to the people awhile, we left
for home.
We came back a different way so we could
stop at Mr. Wrights, our nearest European
neighbours. They seemed to be glad that
we stopped as they do not see other Europeans so often. We enjoyed the tea and candy
which they served us.
Between Wrights and our home we stopped at Bezha and Kumbudzi, two more of
the outstations. There were a few people
at both schools so we talked a little while
and then went on. Some of us had not seen
the schools before, but we had the opportunity of seeing three in one day.
After our last stop which was only a few
miles from the mission, it started to rain.
But'we did not mind it, as it had been a
beautiful day, and now we were nearly
home.
We all enjoyed the day very much. Some
of us had been wanting to go out to visit
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an outstation for a long time. Outstation
visitation is a much-neglected part of our
work, and is much appreciated by the Africans, but other duties seem to tie us down
a good bit of the time. Pray with us that
the people may be able to be served in this
way to a greater extent than what has been
done in the past.
—Frances Winger.

The Dawning
Oh, dwellers in the valley land,
Who in deep twilight grope and cower,
Till the slow mountain's dial hand
Shortens to noons triumphal hour,
While ye sit idle, do ye think
The Lord's great work sits idle too?
The light dare not o'erleap the brink
Of morn because 'tis dark with you.
Though yet your valleys skulk in night,
In God's ripe field the day is cried,
And reapers, with their sickles bright,
Troop singing down the mountain side.
The Lord wants reapers; Oh, mount up
Before night comes and says, "Too late!"
Stay not for taking scrip or cup,
The Master hungers while ye wait.
—Lowell.
MTSHABEZI MISSION
Dear Visitor Friends:
"Not by might nor by power; but by my
spirit saith the Lord of hosts." (Zech. 4:6).
Victories in the warfare against satan are
not won by force. They are won by the
spirit of God in the "secret closets" of His
warriors. Behind closed doors, alone with
God, many a battle is won.
I want to thank each one of you for every
prayer and thought of us. Only eternity will
reveal the result of your prayer and support
for the Lord's work and workers in Africa
and other lands.
One is constantly reminded of the presence of sin in the lives of those about us.
Words, actions, clothing, countenances and
charms all bespeak what is in the heart. In
just a few hours of visiting among the people in their homes one is forcefully impressed with the vastness of the task of
bringing the gospel to them. In practically
every home there are those who are not
Christian. In many homes there are no
Christians and in some only one to two.
During our recent evangelistic meetings,
an attempt was made to interest nonchurch-going people and get them into the
services. Short calls were made to the homes
in the community inviting and urging peo-

During the 1948 General Conference the
Foreign Mission Board recommended that
the Monghyr property in India be purchased
from the English Baptist Society at an approximate cost of $8,000, if approved by
our deputation on tour. Previous to this we
had a rental agreement with the Baptist
Society. This project received approval of
General Conference and of the deputation.
At the time this decision was made we fortunately carried a sufficiently large balance
in the reserve fund to more than pay the
amount needed.
Since there was some delay on the part
of the Baptist Society in consummating the
sale, the picture has changed. Our reserve
balance is now exhausted and we face a
deficit entering into the new year, as offerings have decreased but expenses have not.
I n ' the recent past, the call came from
India for the funds to complete the purchase of the Monghyr property. We are
fortunate in one respect at least. Instead
of advancing $8,000, the original amount, it
was necessary to advance only about $5,200
because of the devaluation of the Rupee a
few months ago. By this action the Church
has saved more than $2,500. Since this payment was made from the general fund which
is now in the red, we are soliciting contributions from the brotherhood for the Monghyr
project which in turn will be reflected in the
general fund. Pray, then invest in real
estate in India.
—Carl J. Ulery, Treasurer.

pie to come. Some were not interested and
showed a very indifferent attitude. Others
promised to come but did not carry out the
promise. Still others did not want to be
rude enough to say no nor did they want to
say they would come when they knew they
would not, so merely said they would think
about it. The effort did bring some out to
hear the gospel who are not in the habit of
coming. Of this group at least one, an old
woman, mother of our deacon, accepted
Christ as Saviour. Many prayers had been
offered in her behalf and God had spoken to
heri through His servants and His spirit.
This was her first public acknowledgement
of her intention to become a Christian. We
thank God for answered prayer. She needs
the continued prayers of God's children that
she may be bold to witness for her Christ
among friends and heathen relatives.
On these visits the usual incidents occurred, such as getting to beer parties where
people were too much under the influence of
liquor to be sane. Here amid laughter and
disorder, which usually accompany such a
gathering, a short message was given and
prayer offered. At one home a man, who has
a faithful Christian wife, was spoken to at
the cattle pen where he was working. A
woman with water pot on her head who was
on the path to the water hole for the day's
supply of water was given the "Word of
Life" by the road side. Kneeling in the
dusty grass, prayer was offered for her that
she might find the "Living W a t e r " The
sick, sorrowing, feeble, deaf and blind were
contacted in these short visits. At every
place a word for Christ was spoken and
prayer offered for the people.
Though the object of these visits was
particularly to contact people not interested
in spiritual things, the Christians were not
passed by unnoticed. It was an inspiration
to stop with them and to notice the great
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difference in their attitude and response to
the visits. Truly the Lord has done wonders
in the lives of some of them, in so transforming them that their very countenances
witness for His saving and keeping power.
Will you continue to bring these needy
ones to God?
—Anna R. Wolgemuth.
Matopo Mission,
P. B. 191T
BULAWAYO
3rd December 19i9
Dear Brother
Hostetter,
I am sending a few answers from Bible
examination papers, which it has been suggested may be of interest
to Visitor
readers. These have been taken from First
Year Teacher Training papers, and are being sent as they wrote them (mistakes in
English included).
The class had been
asked to write a Bible verse from memory,
give its reference, and tell why they like it.
The First Year Teacher Training class
has thirty-two
pupils, young men and
women of senior high school or junior college age for the most part. They have completed the Primary School course, which
would be about the equivalent of our Eighth
Grade. They continue the study of English,
review earlier lessons in History, Geography, Nature Study, and Arithmetic, and
spend some time in Music and Library
classes, but for the most part are engaged
in preparation for teaching and Christian
work in the outstations. They need your
prayers for the call of the World is strong
on them.
Yours in Christ,
Elizabeth
Engle
BIBLE VERSES I LIKE AND WHY

VISITOR

The Knotfed Handkerchief
Will

Herman

John Eliot was a minister and a missionary—the first missionary to the American Indians. That was in 1646. He was a
kind, generous man who tried to help the
more unfortunate whenever a chance presented itself. He was loved By the Indians,
preached to them regularly and called them
his "praying Indians."
But this story is about a knotted handkerchief. It happened when John Eliot
received his salary for his month's work at
the little church where he was pastor. He
received very little money—just enough to
supply his few needs.
The treasurer who paid John Eliot knew
the good man's habits. He knew that very
often on the way home the missionary
would meet some poor people and would
give them some of his money. And the
treasurer knew that John Eliot could not
spare it. So when he gave the good man
his money this time, he tied it all in a
handkerchief — and knotted the handkerchief with strong firm knots.
On the way home. John Eliot stopped
in to visit some of his poor friends. He
saw that they had hardly enough to eat,
that they were badly in need of some
money. Kind-hearted man that he was. his
heart ached for them. He began untying
his handkerchief, thinking that he would
give them some of his change. But the
handkerchief was well knotted—too well
knotted and John Eliot could not untie it.
For a moment he puzzled over it. Then
he handed the entire handkerchief with all
his salary tied up in it. to the poor woman.
"Here," he said. "God must have meant it
all for you.'' Such was the nature of this
man of God. Is it a wonder that he was
loved by all in the countryside and adored
by his 3,600 "praying Indians"?
—Light and Life.

Matthew 3:17—And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased.
"I like this verse because it shows us that
Jesus is truly the son of God for when
Jesus had been baptized the voice said these
words from Heaven. It teaches me to know
that Jesus was sent in this world to die for
my sins so I ought to please him all the
time."—Esther Moyo.
Psalm 119:11—Thy word have I hid in
mine heart, that I might not sin against
thee.
"I love this verse because it tells me that
when you keep the Word of God in your
heart you will not sin against Him it helps
me when the people say it is useless to read
"I like this because it says when we want
the Bible."—John S. Moyo.
to eat of the bread and drink of the cup we
John 14:15—If ye love me, keep my com- should first examane ourselves. It does not
mandments.
mean examaning our bodies, but, it means
"I like this verse because it makes it easy examaning our hearts.
for me to see whether I love the Lord Jesus
"Because it is written that if you have
Christ or not. He says if we love Him we sins and then eat of this bread and drink
should keep His commandments."
of this cup you have sinned unto God. I
—Chairman Ndhlovu.
like this verse."—Tana Ndhlovu.
"I like it because Jesus says we should
John 8:32—And ye shall know the truth,
keep His commandments if we love Him.
And it is true for we cannot say we love and the truth shall make you free.
"I really like this verse because I am told
Him and yet we do not keep His commandto know the truth. So I must watch my
ments."—Nelson Ncube.
Psalm 119:18—Open thou mine eyes, that actions my talks and by that I shall be free
I may behold wondrous things out of thy for every thing I do includes the truth. If
I do things or ask for things from my God
law.
"I like it because I want God to help me without having the truth it will do me no
in seeing His glory and worship Him ac- good because of being not certain that God
will supply me with all that I need."
cording His will."—Esau Dube.
—Maria Ndhlovu.
I Corinthians 11:28—But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that
Mark 11:24—Therefore I say unto you,
bread, and drink of that cup.
What things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
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ye receive them> and ye sha

"

have
"I them.
like this verse because although if I
am in troubles or praying for something I
^like God to give me. This verse always
gives me faith."—Jane Msipa.
"I like this verse mostly because it is a
pattern and guidance to my prayers. It
shows me that when I pray for anything I
want to have I should believe that I shall
receive it. From it I find that unless I believe and trust that God will answer my
prayers there is nothing I shall receive. And
now I believe that whatsoever thing I desire when I pray I should believe that God
will fulfil my needs and then I shall have
them. Belief in God brings us into close
fellowship with Him."—Isaac Mpofu.
Proverbs 22:1—A good name is rather to
be chosen than great riches, and loving
fa"vour rather than silver and gold.
"I like it because it tells me not to love
great riches for they are earthly things. A
good name is better for when you real follow Jesus we shall find mercy and ever lasting life and those with silver and gold shall
be cast away to the lack of the fire."
—Manase Ncube.
"I like it because I know that earthly
riches pass away and leave a person empt."
—Talita Ndhlovu.
Matthew 28:19 — Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the 'Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost.
"I like this verse because it was through
it that to-day we people of Africa have received the Gospel of Christ, and it also
encourages us to go and teach the Gospel
of Christ to the peonle who have not heard
ahont. I always think that this is the verse
which the missionaries committed to memory before they were inspired to undertake
such formidable enterprise."—Pani S. Moyo.
"I like this verse because it reminds me
how other people should be brought to Jesus. Seeing that many souls are sins."
—Davidson Mushala.
John 4:24—God is a Spirit: and they
that worship him must worship him in spirit
and in truth.
"I like this verse because it tel's and
teaches me about the truth. All people who
tell the truth are near God. God is a Spirit
which means that He stays by us but we
can not see him because he is the Spirit."
—Grace Moyo.
Matthew 11:28 — Come unto me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.
"I like this verse because it says come
unto Him all ye that labouring and He will
give you rest. He will care for you."
—Pesi Nyoni.
I Corinthians 11:26—For as often as ye
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do
shew the Lord's death till he come.
"I like this verse because it tells me that
I should not .iust take that bread ungoodly
because that bread is the body of my Lord
so I should not eat it when I am not a perfect in my heart."—Sevi Moyo.
I John 1:7—But if we walk in the light,
as he is in the light, we have fel'owshin one
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
"I like it because it says we should walk
in the light as our Lord is in the light, so I
know that if I walk in the light I have fellowship with Jesus and his blood shall
cleanse me from all sin. And after which,
I shall have my reward in heaven later on."
—Jonah Mpofu.
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packages and numerous other things for
the assistance of Christians who are in need.
Fifth comes fellowship. It is not neces(Continued from page five)
sary to organize items for the promotion
of fellowship. A church that really follows
II.
Study The Bible for a Program and Pat- the Biblical program will find that its members are cemented together in fellowship
tern Yours After the Bible.
in the greatest work in the world. They
Christ has not left us without a program. will not have to give suppers, bazaars and
A close analysis of the New Testament other things for fellowship, for they will
will show that after His resurrection, His be so busy about the program the Lord has
primary emphasis was on missions. No put before them that fellowship will be
less than six times He laid this primary the natural outcome of it.
emphasis through a commandment. The
III.
church of Christ ought, therefore, to put
missions first in its emphasis, its giving
Suggested Program for One
Church
and its instruction to its youth.
After Twelve Years of Building.
Bearing in mind this Biblical pattern
In the New Testament, evangelism can
hardly be separated from missions. No given to us in the New Testament, I would
church can expect its missionaries to do on like to outline the program of this church
the foreign field what it is not willing to for one year.
The year was begun by a New Year's
do on the home field. Therefore, the winning of souls and the work of publishing Eve service which brought the congregation
the Gospel fervently, enthusiastically and into the new year in prayer seeking God's
universally at home is the secondary em- blessing and guidance. That service was
phasis of the church and should receive the culmination of four and one-half hours
the very next place on the program of a of instruction, prayer, testimony, fellowcongregation. A church which goes through ship and preaching.
First in the program comes a deeper life
the year without any special evangelistic
conference conducted March 6th to 13th by
effort has a very poor program.
Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin 0 f Columbia BiThird, education must be exalted in the
ble College. Dr. McQuilkin knows his Bichurch. By this we mean Christian .educable, has a wonderful emphasis on the life
tion. The Sunday School must be revived.
and work of the Holy Spirit and prepares
It once was the cornerstone of Protestant
us Christians for our responsibility during
Christianity for indoctrination of members
the year.
and a thorough graded course of teaching
Next by order of special emphasis comes
with adequate volunteer teachers must reour Holy Week in which we take those
ceive emphasis. In addition. I might meng r e a t redemptive acts of Christ, and
tion our Evening School of the Bible which
through some new method of approach, reis an effort in adult education and is parapreach them with practical applications to
mountly successful. By this, we are able
those who come to church every day.
to infiltrate hundreds of liberal churches
Following Holy Week comes the misby training their Sunday School teachers
sionary conference from April 24th to May
in evangelical doctrine. Next to it is the
1st. At this some fifty-five missionaries
expository preaching. A professor in an
participate, services being held from 11:00
Eastern theological seminary, who was paso'clock in the morning until 10:00 o'clock
tor of a very prominent church, asked me
at night in which the missionaries furnish
if I preached in my church the messages
all the speaking. The week culminates with
which were published in my book, Every
giving of offerings for the purpose of supOne That Believeth. I assured him that I
porting our missionary work for the comdid almost verbatim as they were there.
ing year.
He replied, "Well, my congregation would
Out of the missionary work has grown
never take that." A gradual introduction
our Life Service Fellowship. We have some
of thorough expository preaching will whet
270 different young people in membership
an appetite of the people until they want
preparing for full-time service, more than
nothing else. Such was the foundation of
100 of which are members of Park Street
the very successful ministry of F. B. Meyer,
Church. This group meets every month
G. Campbell Morgan, Spurgeon and others.
for dinner, testimonies, speeches and reFourth is humanitarianism. No church ports on the advancement of the members
should exist without remembering the poor of the group in their reaching the field of
and doing good unto all men and especial- service.
ly to the household of faith. Wherever
Simultaneously, the Evening School of
needs arise in the household of faith the Bible meets every Tuesday evening for
throughout the world, the church must step instruction in history, doctrine, exposition,
in with a humanitarian program. This pedagogy, flannelgraph and items of incements Christians together in a wonderful terest to Christian teachers.
way. I refer to the war relief program of
As soon as the warm weather starts, we
the NAE by which congregations may pre- begin our outdoor preaching from what is
sent clothing, food, money, give CARE called the "Mayflower Pulpit" following
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the evening service. Approximately 1,000
of our own congregation go out of the
church and gather outside and attract anywhere from hundreds to thousands of passers-by to hear the Gospel. The invitation
is given, and personal workers deal with
those who are converted.
Throughout the year, the morning and
evening service is broadcast over a 50,000
watt radio station which carries our messages throughout New England and into
Eastern Canada. They are not beamed to
the radio audience, but they allow the radio
audience to share with us in our services.
Correspondence indicates that we have a
tremendous audience.
The public prayer service is held on Friday nights and is attended by from 300
to more than 400 people every week. It is
a meeting given over to prayer, song, testimony and exposition of the Word. It is
the pulse beat of the throbbing life of the
church.
The year will close with a mid-century
evangelistic campaign conducted by Billy
Graham. Beverly Shea and Cliff Barrows.
This is to be conducted by Park Street
Church at Park Street Church but using
the Mechanics Hall, seating over 6,000 people, on New Year's Eve for a great evangelistic rally for all who would like to
come or would like to win a soul to Christ.
The budget for this program is $180,000
plus.
In conclusion, I am persuaded to say
that the size of the church makes no difference in its program. We know of small
churches that conduct evangelistic meetings, missionary conferences, weekly prayer meetings, educational work and even
broadcast the Gospel. The question is, how
hard we are willing to work. With a program such as this, your life must be your
work and your work must be your life, yet
you will be surprised at how much time
you will be able to have to write, read,
travel, preach and enjoy the good things
of this world, for God is no man's debtor.
—United Evangelical
Action.

A Noble Son
A remark overhead in a street car reminded us that there are honorable men in
the world. A young man said, "I am very
particular about paying my fare. I took a
ticket home once when I was a small boy,
and showed it to my father, told him the
conductor had not taken it, and that I was
just that much ahead. Father looked at me
and said I had sold my honor for a nickle.
That put a new face on it. I always think
of what he said when I am tempted to
repeat the offense."
If all fathers and mothers were training
their sons in this manner, there would be
fewer dishonorable transactions in high
places.—Selected.
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sage and precious souls. God met his people in an unusual way. There was a great
melting together as the saints held on to
(Continued from page ten)
God.
the altar of prayer. This service was sealed
Visitation work was done by the evanby the outpouring of the Spirit on the gelist and different brethren of the church
group. During these weeks of meetings there in the community.
were some afternoon prayer meetings which
An afternoon prayer meeting was held in
proved to be very helpful and encouraging
the home of Mr. and Mrs Mann, who are
to those who attended them.
Bro. Schneider brought the
Some of the topics used by Bro. Brubaker elderly people.
of the Good Shepherd who sought
during this time were: "Lost Witness," "Ye message
Must Be Bom Again," "Fire, Holy or Hell out the lost sheep. They both at one time
Fire," "Door Was Shut." "What Then Shall knew the Lord and had let down and went
I Do With Jesus," "Ye Shall Receive Power," back on God. As we went to prayer they
"Eleventh Hour Call," "Believers Behind poured out their hearts to God. and as we
Closed Doors," "Lost Axe Head," "Holiness rose from prayer they felt God had again
and Rapture," and "Manner of Jesus Com- taken them back.
May God abundantly bless our Bro. Sching."
We thank God for these meetings and we neider as he continues to labor in the servtrust that the seed sown will yet bring forth ice of the Lord.
—Florence Mae Lehman.
fruit.
—Mrs. J. C. Hoover.
*»t"t"M'»»'I"M'*'********»***'l'»****»i

In The Homeland

Red Star, Leedey, Oklahoma
"Having therefore these promises, dearly
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God." (II Corinthians
7:1).
Our fall revival began November 20 and
extended for two weeks with Bro. Isaac
Kanode of Martinsburg, Pa., as evangelist.
Thanksgiving Day was a high day during
the meetings, it being the day of our Bible
Conference. Our evangelist, Bro. Kanode
was guest speaker with others from the district. Our souls were fed and spirits uplifted as the messages came from the different speakers.
Bro. Kanode came to us with a burning
zeal and love for these people. His approach
to the people in Gospel messages was unusual, but challenging and appealing. His
service here was much appreciated. A number have expressed a deeper determination
to follow God closer than before. One soul
came to the altar to be reclaimed. Many
others again turned their backs on God,
hardening their hearts against the Gospel,
and putting off their soul's salvation.
Help us pray definitelv that God may have
His way in the Red Stan congregation at
Leedey, Oklahoma.
The night of December 18 the young people gave their annual Christmas program
which consisted of a Candle Light Processional (singing "Silent Night"), followed by
the story of Jesus in. Scripture and song. A
brief Christmas message was given by the
pastor. After the program the young people accompanied by their pastor and wife
went caroling throughout the community,
spreading cheer and comfort to the aged,
and shut-ins, as well as the sorrowing. The
night was clear and beautiful, the young
people sang heartily and their voices of good
cheer could be heard throughout the countryside.
On December 25 the children gave their
Christmas program which consisted of recitations, poems, readings and choruses, after
which Bro. Smee gave a short talk directed
to the children using as his subject, "Is Jesus on Your Christmas List"?
—Mrs. Ray Smee.
Locust Grove (York County) Pa.
Our second revival meeting for the year
opened on December 4. Bishop Henry
Schneider of Merrill, Michigan, came to
labor with us. Bro. Schneider came filled
with the Holy Ghost and brought heartstirring messages.
A prayer period was held before the services when saints met in behalf of the mes-
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there were those who had one time been
saved and members of the church, but who
had gone back in sin, who came back to God
and came through with a clear-cut and definite experience. Also there were a great
many of our young people and some older
ones who prayed through and were sanctified.
We surely praise God for answers to
prayer. We have witnessed a revival such
as we have not seen in many years. We are
also glad to write that that revival is carrying on. To be around some of our group and
sense the great change which has been
brought about in the lives of some, surely
makes each one thankful, also realizing that
here is talent that is now consecrated to
God and the church. We are also happy to
say that several young married couples had
stepped out in plain dress.
On Saturday evening, December 24, a
group of our young people spent several
hours singing Christmas carols. We were
privileged again this year to use Bro. Roy
FINANCIAL REPORT OF VIRGINIA
Asper's bus equipped with loud speakers.
PARSONAGE
The trip was enjoyed by all.
On Sunday evening, December 25, the SunReceipts
day School presented their annual Christmas
Girls' Class, Mechanicsburg
$ BO.00 program to a large audience. The program
Mechanicsburg S. S
100 00 of recitations, readings and music was greatBeulah Chapel
187.00 ly appreciated by everyone.
—Dorothy E. Senseman.
Montgomery
109.70
Andrew Slagenweit
50 00
B. M. Books
25.00 Cross Roads, York County, Pa.
On November 21 marked the opening of
Mary Myers
25.00
Christian Union S. S
25.00 three weeks of refreshing revival meetings
here at Cross Roads. The evangelist was
Total Donations
$571.70 Eld. Henry W. Landis of Des Moines, Iowa.
Bro. Landis came filled with the Holy
Loan from Board
$1,000.00
Ghost
and fire. The messages were soul
1,000 00 searching
and inspiring. He preached holi500.00 ness and cried out against sin and ungodliTotal Loan from Board
$2,500.00 ness.
The presence of the Lord was greatly felt
Total Donations
571.70
in our midst during the meetings. TwentyTotal Receipts
S3 071.70 eight souls knelt at an altar of prayer, some
Expenses to December 31
$3,997.45 to be saved and others to be sanctified and
filled with the Holy Ghost.
Approximate amount needed to
The third night of our meetings, during
complete project
445.00
testimony, the power of God came down and
$4,442.45 folks began to shout after which eight souls
Donations
571.70 knelt at an altar of prayer without a ser^
Total Deficit for complete project ..$3,870 75 mon being preached.
had a prayer chain that ran from five
(Covered by loan from the Home Mission in We
the morning till seven in the evening.
Board.)
We also had prayer meeting Sunday afterWe wish to thank those who gave of their noons in the church, and four afternoons
time as well as those who helped financially, during the last week of the revival. The
during this emergency.
last Sunday afternoon of the meeting, we
Offerings toward this project will be ap- also had a gracious outpouring of the spirit;
preciated and will be apnlied on the loan. folks were praying through to victory and
Please send all gifts to the Home Mission shouting and praising God and making other
Board Treasures.
folks hungry. Folks started to come in for
—Henry A. Ginder, Treasurer.
the evening service before we got through.
We thank God for the shouts of victory,
our church has been drawn closer to God
Mechanicsburg, Pa.
during these meetings, and our prayer is
On Sunday evening, November 20, we that we will continue to keep on fire for
ooened our evangelistic services in Me- God. We want to continue to carry a greatchanicsburg with Eld. Albert Engle of Gran- er burden for the lost of our community.
tham as evangelist. Bro. Engle brought to May God richly bless Bro. Landis as he goes
us some very forceful and soul-searching from place to place preaching the message
sermons. Not only was Bro. Engle preach- of salvation and holiness.
ing fervent'y but many prayers were going
On November 27 an all-day meeting was
heavenward for the unsaved and for those held. The Sunday School lesson was taught
who were not living as close to the Lord as by Bro. Clarence O. Slates, and sermon
preached by Bro. Landis, special singing by
is their privilege.
By the second Tuesday evening of the the Heisler Gospel Messengers. The aftermeeting onlv two sisters had responded to noon messages were brought by Eld. Albert
the altar call. Then that evening God came Engle and Eld. Allen Brubaker with special
upon the scene and in the following eight singing. Sr. Eva Mae Melhorra gave a talk
days of the service we were happy to see to the children in Christian workers meetbetween 45 and 50 bow at an altar of prayer. ing in the evening followed with a message
Among these were some who never before by our evangelist.
—Bertha L. Altland.
had accepted Christ as their Savior. Then
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Fairland Church, Cleona, Pa.
Revival services opened October 30, continuing for two weeks. Bishop Jesse Oldham, our evangelist, was faithful in ministering to us from the Word of God. The
pre-sermon talks and children's services
were also appreciated. We were glad for
the manifestation of the work of the Spirit
in some lives. Several children accented
Christ as their Saviour. Steps are being
taken to help these young folks to grow in
grace.
The third annual Missionary Conference
of our District was held at Fairland December 10 and 11. The Saturday evening and
Sunday morning sessions were devoted to
the themes. "Challenges of Home Mission
Work." and "My Part in Home Mission
Work." Eld. H. W. Buckwal*-er of Buffalo
Mission and Eld. and Sr. Harold Wolgemuth
of Stowe Mission gave us some interesting
experiences which they have had in the
Lord's work. Sr. Lizzie Brubaker also told
of the joy in serving the Lord in Home
Mission work.
Sunday afternoon the theme was, "Taking
Christ to India," with Bishop Henry N. Hostetter, Bro. and Sr. Arthur Pye, Sr. Ella
Gayman and Sr. Eva Mae Melhom as speakers. The theme for Sunday evening was
"Taking Christ to Africa." The speakers
were Eld. and Sr. Charles Eshelman, Si".
Walter Winger, and Srs. Elmo Winger,
Anna Kettering and N a o m i Lady. Sr.
Catherine Lehman also gave an account of
her rail to Africa. These services were inspiring, and we were challenged anew to be
more zealous in doing our part to make
Christ known.
On January 8 we were privileged to have
Bro. and Sr. David Hoover of Ohio with us.
They told some of their experiences while
they were engaged in relief work in the
Philippines. We are sure that their labors
have not been in vain and we wish them the
continued blessing of the Lord wherever
they may serve Him.
—Eva Funk.
Canoe Creek Mission, Hollidaysburg, Pa.
On Sunday evening, November 27 a revival meeting began here at the mission
with Eld. Elwood Flewelling as the evangelist. Our brother brought truthful and
heart-searching messages from night to
night.
The people of Canoe Creek were pleased
to hear of the coming of Bro. Flewelling for
the meeting. Many of them remember when
the Elewell'ngs w ^ e stationed here at the
mission. Our, brother and his good wife
labored for around five years in this area.
The services? were well attended the entire
two weeks. Many expressed spiritual needs:
however, not all of these sought the Lord
that those needs might be met. The Lord
graciously met the needs of a number of
tho c e who knelt at the altar of prayer. One
of these was a young mother who sought the
Lord for the first time in her life. A splendid spirit of cooperation was manifested
throughout the entire meeting by all in the
community. The testimonies of many since
the meetings are over indicate that a renewal
and deepening of spiritual life has been
realized.
We appreciated greatly those who came
from.other nearby Brethren in Christ congregations. Your presence, your interest,
and your support, are greatly appreciated.
We ask a continued interest in your prayers
that the work of the Lord many continue to
go forward at Canoe Creek Mission.
—Paul and Esther George.
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Working With the Waldensians
It was the night of February 17, 1948. I
stood in the garden of our villa, gazing toward the towering Alps which were silhouetted against the night sky over Torre Pellice. Suddenly the darkness was broken by
flames which leaped up at a certain spot on
the mountainside. Another appeared, and
another, and still others until the entire valley was outlined by these blazing bonfires.
One hundred years ago today for the first
time these fires on the mountains announced
to the Waldensians of Italy that they had
been granted freedom of worship. Each successive year since then the fires remind them
of the past and of the responsibility that
goes with their freedom.
As I stood there watching these points of
light in the darkness, I couldn't help but
think of the motto of the Waldensian Church
—"The light shineth in darkness." Each fire
on the mountainside bore testimony to the
presence of at least one Christian in its
vicinity. Here in this one spot there was
love and warmth and light. In my mind's
eye I saw again a large map of Italy marked with the location of all the Waldensian
churches in Italy. Like the scene of this
evening, they were little points of light scattered throughout the darkness of a Catholicdominated country.
Later I had the privilege of personally
visiting and warming myself at some of
these Christian bonfires. In October of 1948
we passed through Italy and Sicily in search
of the best location for our future continuing program as a relief and service unit.
This trip took us to four churches in Italy
and three in Sicily. Each one was different
but each one manifested a real Christian
welcome and we felt an immediate sense of
fellowship with them. Again and again we
were impressed by their simple and natural
manner of testimony and enthusiastic missionary spirit.
There was Corato, a typical southern
Italian village. The Waldensian church here
has the respect of the entire town, largely
due to the tactful and loving service of a
young pastor who has given himself sacrificially for seven years. For this period of
time he has lived in one room and done his
own cooking, living as nearly like the people as possible. There was a very close tie
between him and his young people and it
was hard to tell who was pastor when they
were together. Their pattern of evangelization is very similar to that of the New Testament. He will take a group of his young
men and go to a neighboring village where
there is no church. There he will begin a
conversation with the children in the center
of the village. Gradually a crowd gathers,
as they do so easily in Italy. When he has
a group around him he begins to speak to
them of the Gospel while his young men go
through the crowd, handing out tracts or
speaking to the people. Then before the
authorities have time to cause trouble they
quietly leave and bicycle to another village,
probably covering three such villages in one
afternoon. After a number of such contacts

with a village they are quite often able to
find a home where they can hold services
and develop the work from there.
From Corato we went to Taranto, located
in the arch of the Italian boot. We arrived
there on a Sunday morning and reached the
church just before the services were ready
to begin. There was a small group of worshippers already gathered before the church
who were waiting for the children's Sunday
School to finish. Seeing us halt before the
church, they immediately advanced to meet
us, welcomed us and invited us to their
services. The service itself was reverent
and spiritual with a fellowship that was
close and real. Later we ate dinner with the
pastor's family and more than once I pinched myself to see if I was really in Italy in a
Waldensian home or if I was in America in
a Mennonite home. They have their young
people's meeting in the afternoon to which
we were also invited. We arrived a little
early at the hall which the young people
constructed themselves. The pastor and we
were discussing some of the beliefs and
practices of the Mennonite church. As others
arrived they added themselves to our group
and finally the entire group was seated
around us listening to the discussion. They
were especially interested in our interpretation of Christ's way of love through CPS,
voluntary service and relief work. An hour
passed and it was time for us to catch our
train. We left with regret because we had
felt a close tie of love and fellowship with
them. We had only met most of them that
morning but we parted feeling as though
they were our brothers and sisters.
Then all of us remember Riesi. Working
there requires real sacrifice on the part of
the pastor. We stayed in his home because
there was no respectable hotel or restaurant
in this town of 25,000 in southern Sicily.
The Waldensian church in Riesi had its beginning in 1871. Some of its citizens sent a
petition to the Waldensian pastor at Messina, inviting him to come and preach an
"Evangelical Lent." The long and dangerous journey was made by wagon and horseback. A short distance from Riesi, the people of a certain village heard that a Protestant minister was passing through. Led by
the Catholic priest, a great crowd gathered,
armed with clubs and other weapons, determined to kill him if he insisted on going
forward. But spurring his horse, he managed to escape and finally reached Riesi.
There he was greeted enthusiastically and
given the keys to a Roman Catholic church
where he preached the Gospel for nine consecutive days. Thousands for the first time
heard the simple story of salvation. Today
Riesi is strongly Protestant in sentiment
and could perhaps be considered the stronghold of Protestantism in Sicily. The city is
very needy in a physical way and the pastor
was anxious to have us come as a service
unit but we had to refuse for the present
because of the difficulty in reaching the
place.
Then, of course, there is Naples where we
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are now located. Here again we find a warm, pressed the wish that we would not think of
evangelical congregation with a building discontinuing our service in this line. They
much too small for them. We have had a could also use more clothing, and in fact,
real fellowship with them in their services, feel that they have a rather great need for
young people's meetings and otheri activi- more clothing. This information on the maties. They have proved themselves more than terials most useful in relief work, will be of
willing to assist us in every way possible interest to those supporting the work.
and have been indispensable in the opening
of our work in this great city. Here, as in Personnel Notes
all of Italy, we find the young people anxMartin Schrag, Vera Good and Esther
ious to be used in some avenue of the Book returned from Java on December 16.
church. They respond easily to the call of Arthur and Miriam (Weaver) Shoup returnservice and so far we have had no difficulty ed from the Philippines on December 16.
in getting the number of people we need for
Brook Lane Farm
a given project.
Brook Lane Farm has been serving inThis summer and the summer of 1948
have proved very fruitful in a fellowship creasing numbers of patients during recent
and service program. We have worked side months. On January 4 the hospital reached
by side with them in children's colonies and its full capacity of 23 patients. On the same
have learned from each other. It is easy to day the 100th patient was admitted. The
feel that we have much to teach them, and hospital began admitting patients about a
it is true that we do have an experience in year ago. The proportion of patients from
constituent groups has been rising,
practical Christian service that is unique MCC
and which they are anxious to learn. On unt : l at present about 50 percent are of
the other hand we have much to learn from Mennonite, Amish Mennonite or Brethren in
them in evangelization and steady endurance Christ groups.
of persecution through the centuries. One
Thirteen persons make up the staff, some
hundred years ago they received their free- of whom are short-term voluntary workers.
dom to worship after centuries of persecu- Additional employed staff members are needtion and suffering. They had maintained ed, including a farmer, a matron and a
the faith of their fathers but had not yet cook. Some short-term personnel can also
received the vision of carrying it to the be used from time to time.
rest of Italy. An English general named CKK~XKK~K<K"?K~XKKK~XKKK~X~>»>*<">
Beckwith, who did much in getting them on
their feet financially, then challenged them,
My Prayer
"Old things are passed away, and new ones
are beginning to open up. Henceforth you
Gladys Payne
are either missionaries or nothing!" They
have accepted that challenge and in the hunGentje Jesus, hear my prayer,
dred years since then they have established
For I hnovb that Thou art near,
around fifty churches and seventy mission
stations throughout Italy.
Make me pure without, within,
Take away my guilt and sin.
We are looking forward to continued fellowship with the Waldensian church and its
Teach mte, Lord, to live each day,
young people. They are interested in our
interpretation of the Gospel and we have an
Always in Thy love to stay;
open door of fellowship with them in which
Help me always shun the wrong,
we can learn and share with each other.
Plant within a gladsome song.
We hope to help them enrich their spirit of
evangelism with a vision of practical, loving
May I always watch and pray,
Christian service to their fellowmen. We
Always in Thy love to stay,
hope to be the richer by gaining firsthand
experience with a church that has had cenGuide me till I reach my Home
turies of experience in evangelizing from
There my feet no more will roam.
Catholicism.
Amen.
—Velma Schlabach.

Agricultural Trainee Program Planned
A program whereby Mennonite youths
from Europe may come to the United States
foe a period of agricultural work and observation has been approved by the United
States Department of State. In this plan,
twenty-five rural young people (men between the ages of 18 and 25) will be given
opportunity to share through direct experience the rural life in Mennonite communities
in the United States, learning not only the
agricultural methods but also becoming
acquainted with the church life of American
Mennonites. These youths will be selected
by our workers in Europe, then assigned to
specific Mennonite farm homes where they
will work for a year, just as foreign exchange students spend a year in study.
Modest earnings will apply against the ocean
passage expense. It is expected that values
similar to those experienced in 'the foreign
student exchange program will also be realized in this interchange of farm youths.

Peace Section Notes
Recent reports indicate that local draft
boards have been warned of a possible call
Voluntary Service Notes
for recruits. With the present Selective
Three ynune: men continue to serve at the Service law expiring as of July 1, some reNational Training School for Boys, Wash- newal of draft activity may take place. It
ington, D. C., helping to rehabilitate the appears also that militarist groups will
lives of juvenile federal offenders with press for enactment of some conscription
whom they work. There will be openings in or selective service extension measure. The
this work for other qualified volunteers, as Peace Section of the MCC is keeping in
the term of some of the present members touch with any developments relating to
expires on March 1.
draft legislation. The National S e r v i c e
A 1950 calendar describing the youth Board for Religious Objectors, with office
program at Ronneburg. Germany (where a in Washington, D. C., is also helpful in inV.S. group worked in the summer of 1948) terpreting developments relating to our
is available for 25c. Former service unit peace position.
members and exchange students will be especially interested. Direct orders to the
J. Harold Sherk, secretary of the MCC
MCC, Akron, Pennsylvania.
Peace Section, is spending several weeks in
visiting constituent church groups in the
Most Valuable Relief Materials
States.—Akron, Pennsylvania,
In a recent discussion with R i c h a r d western parts of Canada and the United
Hertzler, who is secretary of the relief committee among the needy in Germany, European "MCC Relief Director Walter Eicher
was impressed with the fact that the Germans still place much value in meats, fat,
soap, flour, and Purina as relief materials.
They feel that there will be a need for this
assistance for some time to come, and ex-

News Notes

Relief Distributions in Europe
Very recently the workers in Europe have
been busy distributing Christmas Bundles,
to help needy children. This year it was
possible to have nearly all the Bundles arrive at the destinations by Christmas time.
Of one distribution, Norma Jost writes:
"Our only regret is that you could not share
the giving of this year's Christmas Bundles.
It was like a drama—human, living and
filled with practical Christian love. In Frankfurt the Bundles were given to refugee children who live in the bunkers or air raid
shelters. Many were from the East, others
were people who had been living in cellars
or in the ruins of the city and were forced
to move when the rubble caved in. . . . The
children have come in—about forty of them
—mothers with tiny babies, then the little
children, and behind them the older boys
and girls. In the soft light they look much
like other children, perhaps a bit more pale,
not as well dressed. . . . One of the MCC
workers tells the children about the gifts
they are about to receive, that children
across the sea have sent them. The children
wait patiently for their names to be called
until all forty have passed the table.
. . . They run to find their parents or down
the dark hallway to their rooms. . . . Over
and over they exclaim how wonderful these
things are."
Reports from the various units indicate
that there has been increased activity in
clothing distributions as the season of colder
weather has come. All reports emphasize
the fact that there definitely continues to
be a need for clothing, bedding, shoes and
other items, particularly among those classes
of people who are economically at a disadvantage, such as widows with families,
convalescents, war prisoners, refugees, students, old people, orphans, etc.
Some food is also dispensed, although in
most places the "hunger months," the period
of most acute food need, occurrs later in the
winter. - Those leading the relief program
abroad confirm repeatedly that every gift
of food, clothing, money or other materials,
can be effectively used in alleviating genuine
need "In the Name of Christ."

